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Overview
The City of Calgary, in partnership with the
University of Calgary, is creating a Concept Plan
for the City-owned Foothills Athletic Park and
University-owned McMahon Stadium lands.
The Plan will provide a road map for the future development of
the site that reflects the needs of its users and the community.
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Engaging with Calgarians to Shape
the Future of Foothills + McMahon

Phase One

EXPLORE
Identify how the site is used and
opportunities to enhance it through

A public and stakeholder engagement was implemented to help shape

the Concept Plan.

the development vision and took place over three phases. This executive
summary summarizes input received during the first phase through an

Phase Two

online survey, email correspondence to address public inquiries, and virtual

CREATE

meetings. Opportunities for further public engagement will be ongoing as the
project progresses into future phases.

A virtual charrette with a range of
stakeholder groups to build creative
design solutions.
Online participation totaled
1,781 unique contributors who

Phase Three

SHARE

provided feedback through the
online survey, and 9,935 unique

A near final design concept is shared

visitors to the project website

publicly and final feedback collected.

to learn about the project.
The project team used the
feedback to further understand
user experience and community
aspirations for the site.

One of the main questions from the survey was: “Select the top five most important
aspects of the project you think need to be considered throughout the design process.”
The results of this question are a key indicator of community priorities and have helped
shape the focus of this Concept Plan project. Results of this question are as follows:

New Recreation

Current Recreation

Entertainment

Transit

Design &

Facilities

Facilities

Opportunities

Connectivity

Architecture

with many comments in

with many comments

with many comments

with many comments regarding

with many comments focused

support of the proposed

focused on preserving

focused on creating year-

opportunity to improve the

on ensuring recreation,

fieldhouse.

and/or upgrading

round uses at the site

existing pedestrian bridge in

entertainment and efficiency

the stadium and

and adding more food

terms of experience, safety, and

be at the core of the design

maintaining a track.

and beverage services.

accessibility.

and functionality of the site.

This document contains further information about how these five aspects are highlighted and
integrated into the Concept Plan.
For more information about the project and engagement strategy, please refer to the project web
page (engage.calgary.ca/foothills-mcmahon) or the Phase One What We Heard Report.
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This Concept Plan creates a vision for the lands that recognizes the tremendous
opportunity of a potential new fieldhouse, improvements to McMahon stadium,
and the growing trend toward entertainment focused mixed-use districts
anchored by sports facilities. It will guide and set the stage for future planning,
zoning, and development activities on the Foothills + McMahon site. The following

“This site is well-positioned for
redevelopment into a dynamic fourseason, mixed-use recreation and
entertainment village, anchored by
two major sports venues. There’s
a huge economic development
play here, but also a huge lifestyle
amenity for Calgarians.”

Concept Plan illustrates the key elements that were created in response to the
meaningful engagement, feedback, and input on the project to date.

Geoff Dyer
Urban Designer
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A new conceptual vision
for Foothills + McMahon...
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CONCEPT PLAN

1

Multi-sport
fieldhouse

2

Entertainment District, Stadium
Front Door, Transit Interface

3

Interface with University
and 24th Avenue NW

4

Central
Green Space

5

University Drive
Redevelopment

6

South Infill and
Parking Opportunity
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Multi-sport
Fieldhouse
Public input • Many respondents are supportive of the fieldhouse and
think it will benefit the community by providing year-round recreation
opportunities and spectator options. Most of the suggestions offered by
the public related to the fieldhouse were about the urgency of timing and
to complete the project soon.
Precedent imagery

Precedent imagery

F+M Response • The proposed fieldhouse is a separate project, distinct
from the F+M Concept Plan, however this plan is being developed with
consideration of the future development of a multi-sport fieldhouse. Once
built, the fieldhouse will serve as a major sports facility for professional
and amateur sports and recreation, with an ability to support international
competition.
Sports to be within the Multi-sport Fieldhouse potentially include:
• Indoor track and field
• Ice arenas
• Aquatic centre
• Fitness centre
• Gymnasia
• Indoor sports fields
• Community components
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Entertainment District, Stadium
Front Door, and Transit Interface
Public input • The stadium was largely identified by respondents as the

• The Concept Plan also identifies a new front door for the

most important existing aspect of the site. Survey responses also focused on

stadium which is supported by a multi-use and four-season

creating year-round uses through opportunities for entertainment such as

entertainment plaza. This area establishes a sense of place

shopping, restaurants, and concerts and events. Many responses indicated

and creates a unique opportunity for entertainment uses,

a fair connection to the LRT station, while others expressed opportunities to

restaurants, hotels, and outdoor patios to enhance user

improve transit connections. Most suggestions were centered on pedestrian

experience and draw more people to the site throughout the

bridge improvements, improved wayfinding through signs and site maps,

year.

and consideration of more pedestrian bridges.
• A pedestrian parade runs along the north side of the stadium,
F+M Response • The Concept Plan leverages two major sporting venues,

providing formal tailgate parking area that connect to the

a planned multi-sport fieldhouse and the existing McMahon Stadium to

entertainment plaza on the east side.

create a four-season mixed-use recreation and entertainment village.
• The plan also depicts a widened land bridge across Crowchild
Trail, improving the connection to the Banff Trail LRT Station.
• The project team considered potential upgrades to the
existing CFL Stadium as part of the Concept Plan (such
upgrades would be a separate project).

Precedent imagery

Precedent imagery
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Interface at the University of
Calgary and 24th Avenue NW

In general, a key aspect of the Concept Plan
is to improve transit, pedestrian, and cycle
connections within the site and to the regional

Public input • Many respondents felt that connections to the University

network and identifies the following elements:

from the F+M site could be improved from a pedestrian safety and overall
efficiency perspective. Suggested Improvements included more paths,

1.

sidewalks and crossings from the site, and more pedestrian bridges.

Inviting people into the site by providing a
bike plaza along 24 Avenue NW, improving
integration with the cycle network and the

F+M Response • The University of Calgary has been an active stakeholder

University of Calgary.

in developing the current Concept Plan, therefore the Plan considers the
development context of the University of Calgary and seeks to align with it.

2.

Reducing the focus on the automobile and
encouraging pedestrian and cycling along
internal “woonerf” (shared, pedestrianfriendly

streets

with

traffic

calming

measures in place) streets.
3.

FOOTHILLS
+ MCMAHON
SITE

CRO

WCH

Trail Station by creating an enhanced and
accessible land bridge over Crowchild Trail.
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access from upper bicycle

storage facility + publicly

plaza to lower fieldhouse

accessible racks

mews + field access

Planting island w/ shade
trees + understory

Courtyard gathering space
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Raised pedestrian crossing
from U of C to fieldhouse
plaza across 24th Avenue
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8

Slope-adaptive native
vegetation carried along
east facade of fieldhouse
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Potential U of C building +
plaza redevelopments

w/ overhead shelter/
lighting elements
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perimeter seating wall
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architectural bicycle
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vegetation; potential for
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NE entry plaza w/

8 Opportunity for public art
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Central
Green Space
Public input • Many responses included reference to the importance of
informal and flexible gathering spaces to allow for flexible uses, including
recreation and socializing. An outdoor and/or indoor track was also listed
as a very important aspect of the Concept Plan moving forward. Generally,
an interest in continued use of outdoor fields for soccer, field hockey and
football were noted.
F+M Response • The Concept Plan contemplates three outdoor sports
fields that can be arranged and programmed to support a variety of
informal and formal sports and recreation activities. The fields have been
arranged to create a “green finger” into the site, complementing the
existing residential to the west.
• The central fields and track are bound by a walkable network with the
pedestrian parade in the south and retail/patio activation in the north,
supporting event programming and informal social and leisure activities.
• Existing fields will be upgraded with retaining walls to allow for better
drainage to increase usage.
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Redevelopment along
University Drive
Public input • Responses regarding residential and commercial
development are varied with most saying additional housing,
including attainable and student housing is desired in the area.
While some felt housing form should be carefully considered, most
appreciated the opportunity to add a mixed-use component.
F+M Response • The Concept Plan offers future opportunity for
residential and commercial redevelopment that complements existing
Precedent imagery

and future development at the University of Calgary. The project team
conducted a market study to analyze small-scale neighbourhood

VEN
24 A

retail opportunities throughout the plan area and quadrant.
• Several patio opportunities have been identified along south and
west facing building frontages which provide views to the central
sport fields.
• The Concept Plan identifies small blocks and building heights
ranging from three to 13 storeys that step down to five storeys
along University Drive and 24 Avenue NW.
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South Infill and
Parking Opportunity
Public input • Most people travel by vehicle or transit to get to the site, and
when walking, cycling, or driving, most find the site easy to access, navigate
and park. Most suggested improvements included: parking structure (parkade
or underground), wayfinding/signs/maps, improve access points, and transit
access.
F+M Response • A key aspect of the Concept Plan is to minimize wasted
space and maximize walkable, bikeable, and transitable connections to reduce
the existing focus on the car. Therefore, the Plan maximizes redevelopment
potential by managing parking in underground or above-ground parking
structures. The south portion of the Concept Plan sites an opportunity for
a multi-use structured parking facility that houses a sports field on the roof
(Similar to SAIT’s innovative field and parkade concept).
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Next steps in the evolution of
Foothills + McMahon...
The near-final Concept Plan will be shared on the project
engagement web page (engage.calgary.ca/foothills-mcmahon) for
public review, and a survey will be live from July 12 – 30, 2021, to
collect final public feedback on the Concept Plan.
Following the close of the survey, the project team will revise the
Concept Plan as needed based on feedback and prepare a final
report to City Council. The project team anticipates going in front
of City of Calgary Council in Fall 2021 to present the final Concept.

engage.calgary.ca/foothills-mcmahon
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What We Heard Report
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