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Project overview  

Calgary’s playgrounds are great places for Calgarians of all ages to relax and play. The City 
maintains more than 1,100 playgrounds. 

As playground equipment ages and safety standards change, The City aims to reimagine 
these green spaces to ensure they remain vibrant community hubs that encourage connection 
and recreation for all ages. Parks works with residents, community associations and other 
interested parties to discuss options for reimagining these play spaces.  

Safety for park visitors is our priority, and each playground is inspected seven times a year to 
ensure Canada Safety Association guidelines are met. Parks works with residents, community 
associations and other interested parties to discuss options prior to the lifecycle replacement. 

Optimization Process 

When evaluating the best possible use for playground space that is up for lifecycle, the 
following factors are considered: 

1. Available footprint in conjunction with budget - what space is available to install/replace 
play structure 

2. Age-appropriate equipment - generally the 5-12 years range is targeted as being most 
widely usable (both in terms of range and functionality) but does require a larger 
footprint to be functional 

3. Proximity of other playgrounds in the area - benchmark goal for Calgary is 5 
playgrounds for every 1,000 kids under 12 

4. Options for other opportunities - adult based play options, enhanced green space 
amenities (seating etc.), nature and naturalized options 

5. Demographics of the community - are the current spaces most suited to the entirety of 
the community 

When a space is transformed with new equipment and use options, they can become more 
welcoming to a broader base of community residents and become a location to be enjoyed by 
all. Green space is highly valued by Calgarians of all ages. 

  

https://www.calgary.ca/csps/parks/locations/community-parks-and-playgrounds.html
http://www.csagroup.org/
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It is key to note that the engagement process is not designed as a voting process but rather to 
gather collective and balanced input to gauge response to a project, it is reflective in nature. 
The feedback received is used to shape the project and to provide additional information that 
addresses that feedback. 

Engagement overview 
 
Given the community demographics and lifecycle condition of the current playground, The City 
proposes to remove the playground and install a packed trail mix bocce court and a picnic 
table. 

For all areas of the city, The City of Calgary has the goal of five playgrounds for 1,000 kids 
under 12. As per the 2019 Census, Christie Estates had 278 children aged 0-14. With two 
playgrounds in Christie and 11 in nearby Strathcona Estates, The City aims to have eight 
playgrounds between the two communities. 

The intent is to create a gathering space for all ages for year-round use. Work to update the 
site will commence in 2023. 

A Playspace Optimization portal page was open for input from September 8 through October 
21, 2022.The page was designed to communicate project objectives and receive feedback on 
the planning process and gather comments from community. 

What We Asked 

To get a sense of preference within the community and given options we asked: Given the 
option of playground (limited footprint/age options) or the Bocce (and picnic table) 
which would you prefer? 

Based on getting a sense of how much use/awareness within the community: Do you 
currently use this space? 

To get a sense of intended use with proposed changes: Would either of the proposed 
changes increase your use of this space? 

To capture and/or generate other ideas that could meet the community’s needs: Are there 
other ways you would like to use this space? 

https://engage.calgary.ca/playspace-optimization
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What we heard  

The following is a summary of the comments received, repsonses have been categorized into 
overarching themes to provide a summary of what we heard. Supporting verbatim comments 
are provided (these are not altered for spelling or grammar and presented as recieved). Full 
verbatim of responses are also provided by clicking the link, to proivde full transparency of 
comments received.   

Shows the question type and repsonse rate. Provided to show the number of responses the 
report is reflective of, meant to show distribution and not to seen as voting as 
comments/responses recived could repsresent a mix of feedback.  

Given the option of playground (limited footprint/age options) or the Bocce (and picnic 
table) which would you prefer? Select Box | Skipped: 2 | Answered: 94 (97.9%) 

 
The following are verbatim comments received for those who selected “Other” (Given the low 
number of comments all verbatim comments are listed below): 

Playground for ages 0-12 
Playground for 0-12 years old 
playground ages 0-16 
basketball court 
Basketball half court/picnic table 
We love the concept of the Babbling Brook in Canyon Meadows... age 0-99. 
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big playground with picnic tables and alot of fun stuff 
Up to age 12 and seating 
Accessible playground for all ages, but if not possible than 0-5 years old. 
Playground ages 5. Along this green space there are 11 children currently aged 3 
months - 6 years old. This neighbourhood is turning over and young families are 
moving in. 

 

Do you currently use this space? Select Box | Skipped: 4 | Answered: 92 (95.8%) 
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Would either of the proposed changes increase your use of this space? Multi Choice | 
Skipped: 4 | Answered: 92 (95.8%) 

 

Are there other ways you would like to use this space? Short Text | Skipped: 41 | Answered: 55 
(57.3%) 

Other comments reflected the following themes: (for full verbatim comments click here) 

Themes Supporting Verbatim Comment 

Picnic table/Picnic area   A playground and a picnic table would be ideal. 

Playing and picnics 

No loss of playground/leave as 
is 

No. DO NOT take the playground out. The fields are 
frequented by soccer teams as well who use the park 
before and after along with their families. 

I’d like to leave it alone and leave the playground as it is 

Prefer a playground for the 
community and families 

The playground is a staple in the community and attracts 
people to come to the community and play. In addition it is 
a desirable feature for new families to move to the 
community. 

The playground is a hub of activity for the community. The 
nearby fields attract visitors at the playground and is 
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https://hdp-ca-prod-app-cgy-engage-files.s3.ca-central-1.amazonaws.com/7716/7114/4191/Christie_Estates_Playspace_Optimization_Verbatim_Q4.pdf
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actively used. It also attracts young families to move to the 
area. 

Concerns of minimal use of 
bocce 

Picnic table along with new playground would be well used 
in the community. Bocce ball would not increase my use of 
the space. 

Playground a must/housing for young families and new 
arrivals to Canada behind park. No one plays bocci ball 

 

Engagement Summary 

The overall sentiment that is reflected in the collective of the responses is that this space is 
valued as is and that the proposed change would not add value to the community. This 
provided some good insight into the overall value given to the current infrastructure and 
although a few other options were identified the general use provides a play area for children 
as well as a gathering space for the community.  

As noted above, the engagement process is designed to gather a balanced and collective 
input that can be assessed and addressed in moving forward with the planning process. The 
public input is a key component in the overall equation in planning and development of public 
space but also must consider many factors including feasibility, needs assessment and budget 
in alignment with playspace optimization. 

What we are doing  

Reflecting on what we heard in the engagement, the plan is to replace the play structure with a 
similar playground option that fits the available footprint and budget available. There are also 
no other playgrounds in proximity to this area for people to access, which helped inform the 
decision to keep it a playground. Work is scheduled to commence in 2023. We will continue to 
provide further communication as details are set. 
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