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Project overview 
The City of Calgary, in partnership with the Hidden Valley Community Association, is looking for feedback 

on the proposal to use municipal land as an off-leash, multi-use area for the local community to enjoy. In 

addition, we are looking at reverting a section of Natural Area back to on-leash and would like to know if 

there are any strong objections towards this proposed change.   

New Off-Leash Area 

The proposed off-leash multi-use area is currently a park space with baseball diamond adjacent to 

Beddington Trail. This area is a stormwater dry pond that has a baseball diamond. Feedback we have 

received and the City’s booking data both suggest that the baseball diamond is not well utilized. The vision 

for the new off-leash space is that it would be a dog-friendly area (i.e., off leash is available). However, it is 

not an exclusive area for dog users. The City of Calgary will remove the baseball diamond and restore to 

grass if the decision was made to change this area to a dog-friendly/off-leash space. 

New infrastructure in the proposed off-leash area would be minimal but would include garbage cans and 

potentially benches. No additional fencing will be installed, post and cable will remain on the South side, 

and the area will not be fully enclosed. Formal parking would not be provided for this site. However, there is 

on street parking on Hidden Valley Link. 

Natural Area 

The natural area space that is being considered to be reverting to on-leash is between Hidden Valley Drive 

and Country Hills Boulevard NW. This is an opportunity to reinstate a section of natural area back to an on-

leash area which aligns with the City’s naturalization objectives. The City of Calgary recognizes the value of 

green spaces and natural areas and has committed to protecting, managing, and ensuring as little 

disturbance to those areas as possible. The vision is that the off-leash signs would be removed. Other 

amenities such as garbage cans would remain. 

This proposed change would have minimal impact to off-leash users because of the steep embankments 

and sides onto a bike and walking path where dogs must be on leash. 

Engagement overview 
The engagement process is not designed as a voting process but rather to gather collective and balanced 

input to gauge response to a project. The feedback received is used to shape and provide direction to the 

project. 

A portal page (https://engage.calgary.ca/offleash-hiddenvalley) was open for input from June 8 – September 

7, 2021. The page was designed to communicate the goals and objectives of the project and to gather 

feedback. Maps were provided to give additional context for participants to understand the proposed plan. 

https://engage.calgary.ca/offleash-hiddenvalley
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In terms of participation in this project, there were 652 visitors and 219 contributions to the project portal 

page. Input from the online survey is being used to help identify patterns of preference for the proposed 

changes.  

What we asked 
We asked one demographic question to see if we were speaking to community members who would be 

using the natural area and the proposed off-leash area. We also asked the following questions related to the 

proposed change in use of the natural area and the new off-leash space.  

1. Are you a resident of Hidden Valley? 

2. Do you believe you will be impacted by the proposed dog-friendly, multi-use area? 

3. Do you support the proposal of a dog-friendly, multi-use area? 

4. Do you support/understand the need for the change in use of the natural area? 

5. Can you provide us with any additional comments on the natural area change in use? 

6. There is an onus on users, residents, visitors to use respect and adhere to bylaws. City can help with 

regards to enforcement. We are working with your Community Association seeking your suggestions in 

how can the community be a part of this solution? 

7. Is there anything else you want to tell us with regards to these proposed changes? 

What we heard 
This section provides a short summary of what we heard from the participants who contributed to the online 

survey at engage.calgary.ca. Responses for the open-ended/short text questions have been categorized 

into overarching themes to provide a summary of what we heard. Themes presented are those with 

frequent or recurring mentions. Comments can represent in more than one theme area. Verbatim comments 

are presented as received and they are not altered for spelling or grammar. A verbatim listing of all the 

comments is provided at the end of this report.  

Shows the question type and response rate. 

1. Are you a resident of Hidden Valley? 

     Multi Choice | Skipped: 16 | Answered: 203 (92.7%) 
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Answer choices Percent Count 

Yes 88.67% 180 

No 11.33% 23 

Total 100.00% 203 

 

2. Do you believe you will be impacted by the proposed dog-friendly, multi-use area? 

      Multi Choice | Skipped: 16 | Answered: 203 (92.7%) 

 

 

Answer choices Percent Count 

Positive 53.20% 108 

Negative 16.26% 33 

No Impact 30.54% 62 

Total 100.00% 203 

 

3. Do you support the proposal of a dog-friendly, multi-use area? 

     Multi Choice | Skipped: 16 | Answered: 203 (92.7%) 
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Answer choices Percent Count 

Yes 80.79% 164 

No 19.21% 39 

Total 100.00% 203 

 

4. Do you support/understand the need for the change in use of the natural area? 

      Multi Choice | Skipped: 16 | Answered: 203 (92.7%) 

 

 

Answer choices Percent Count 

Yes 83.25% 169 

No 16.75% 34 

Total 100.00% 203 

 

5. Can you provide us with any additional comments on the natural area change in use? 

     Short Text | Skipped: 110 | Answered: 109 (49.8%) 

Almost half of the feedback received for this question was related to other comments gathered about this 

project and not specific to the natural area. Most of these comments were directed to the Baseball Diamond 

and other general concerns. The following is a summary of the top themes identified, based on the 

comments regarding the natural area change in use, supported by participant comments: 

Themes That We Heard Examples of Participant Verbatim Comments 

General Comments of Support 
Several participants expressed general support 
for the change in use of the natural area. 

• “Good change, this wasn’t a safe area for allowing 
dogs off leash with bikes on the pathway etc. 
People also often didn’t pick up after dogs here 
especially down in the ravine, etc.” 

• “Would be a fabulous way to free up some natural 
areas and keep the local dogs safe!” 

• “As a cyclist that passes through the area it would 
be nice to not have an off leash area next to the 
pathway.  I have not been chased there, but 
mitigates that concern in the future.” 
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• “This area is very often occupied by several 
coyotes.  It would indeed be safer for all dogs to be 
on leash here.” 

• “Its an unsafe environment for off leash animals.  
Making it leash on will be better for everyone.” 

General Comments of Opposition and  
Other Concerns 

Some participants expressed opposition to the 
proposed natural area change in use and a few 
participants stated other concerns such as 
parking and lack of garbage bin in the area.  
 
 

• “Don’t take away the off leash on the coulee.  Not 
enough dog friendly spaces and very little non dog 
traffic in that area off the path side, so it should 
have minimum impact on general population.  Why 
create an off leash park that people have to drive 
to” 

• “Why change this area to on leash? There are 
hundreds of residents who use the east portion of 
this ravine to walk their pets. This seems really 
shortsighted.” 

• “I live by the natural area and we have many 
people parking on our street and dogs running 
loose in our neighborhood currently.” 

• “It would be nice to have a garbage bin at the other 
end of the natural area. If you continue along the 
trail after the first bin, it is a long while before there 
is another garbage bin.” 

 

6. There is an onus on users, residents, visitors to use respect and adhere to bylaws. City can help with 

regards to enforcement. We are working with your Community Association seeking your suggestions in 

how can the community be a part of this solution? 

There were several themes identified under this question supported by participant comments. The 

following is a summary of the top themes identified: 

      Short Text | Skipped: 167 | Answered: 52 (23.7%) 

Themes That We Heard Examples of Participant Verbatim Comments 

Community Approaches 
Slightly less than half of the participants who 
answered this question suggested using 
various community approaches such as 
involving volunteers, providing education and 
information sharing, and promoting responsible 
dog ownership. 
 

• “Work with the CA and the local dog walkers to 
educate and provide leadership to this space by 
encouraging others to follow the bylaws.” 

• “Have community volunteers hand out info on good 
dog/owner behavior” 

• “Better signage in the area to indicate what is on-
leash. Community Association could do some 
education to the community about the bylaws and 
why they are there (e.g., why having an off- leash 
dog in an on-leash area is potentially dangerous).” 

• “A volunteer association would be great. Do not 
involve the police in any way.” 
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• “Program to educate users on importance of self 
clean up. I am a dog owner and have been for 
many years. I find off leash parks are sometimes 
taken advantage of or not well respected in terms 
of cleaning up after your dog or human garbage.” 
 

Provide Garbage Bins, Bin Bag Dispensers, 
and Clear Signages 

Another theme identified by participants 
emphasized the importance of providing 
garbage bins, bin bag dispensers, and clear 
signage at the proposed off-leash area.  
 

• “Provide compostable bags, along with recycling, 
compost and garbage. Post rules and have people 
follow them. If they don't, fine them.” 

• “Post signs to encourage responsible use.  Include 
the area in community clean-up” 

• “As the park in question is a very busy walk 
through route for St. Elizabeth Seton school to and 
from Circle K, that school will need to be involved 
to control their own garbage.If there are bags 
available and several garbage bins, dog owners 
will be good.” 

• “Garbage cans with poop bags. Education about 
off leash etiquette and bike etiquette.” 
 

Bylaw Enforcement 
Bylaw enforcement was another area 
mentioned in a few participant comments. 

• “Make sure people are picking up their pet's waste 
and discarding it appropriately. Leashing of dogs 
needs to be enforced in existing green/natural 
areas, because lots of people let their dogs off 
leash in those areas.” 

• “Most of the dog owners I see in Hidden Valley 
don't leash their dogs.  My dogs have been 
attacked when in a leased area more than once 
and by the same dogs.  Bylaw needs more staff so 
they can patrol the community more and hand out 
fines and not warnings.” 

• “Over the last year and with more new dog owners 
as a pedestrian I have definitely seen an increase 
in dog poop not being picked up. If enforcement 
would help I’d support that.” 

Other Concerns  
Even though this question asked about 
suggestions as to how the community can be a 
part of the solution to ensure having a 
respectful off-leash area where users would 
adhere to bylaws, some participants who 
answered this question also expressed 
concerns to the proposed changes. Parking & 
traffic concerns, and other concerns such as 
safety and waste were also stated in some 
participant comments.  

• “I do not support the lack of parking.  I foresee 
issues with folks parking in the back alley (south 
side of park) and causing traffic/parking issues.  
We have a lot of parking issues already just with 
residents! Please provide more parking 
enforcement.” 

• “There needs to be some parking out in place. This 
is a very busy intersection and parking can be 
minimal. Crossing the street not an option. With 
that also complete fencing needs to be put in 
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place. It’s either off leash or not, not both. Makes 
no sense.” 

• “Do not put it here. A child will be growled, barked 
at and possibly bitten in this high traffic area.” 

• “I think the added traffic/animals would make it 
very hard to keep the baseball diamond/green 
space as beautiful as it is now.  Even if there was 
"respect and enforcement" there is still likely to be 
significant damage to the grass/garbage left.” 

 

7. Is there anything else you want to tell us with regards to these proposed changes? 

    Short Text | Skipped: 145 | Answered: 74 (33.8%) 

There were a few themes identified under this question supported by participant comments. The following is 

a summary of the top themes identified: 

Themes That We Heard Examples of Participant Verbatim Comments 

 Needs for Fences and Other Requests 
Several participants who answered this 
question stated the needs for fencing in this 
proposed off-leash area. Other requests 
included space for parking, bin bag dispensers, 
and agility park, etc.  

• “The proposed area needs to be fenced in for 
everyone's safety. It's beside an extremely busy 
road. It won't be used if there isn't a fence. The 
fence isn't a huge cost unlike the multiple bus 
shelters that have been destroyed many times 
over.” 

• “As a new dog owner I would love this. It would be 
close snd convenient. However, only interested if 
it’s fully fenced and some parking is provided. I’d 
rather not disturb the neighbors.” 

• “Should have fencing. Should turn some of it into 
an agility area. Should also add a watering area 
(like currie bark park) fencing and water should be 
priority.” 

• “Considering this is actually a storm pond, please 
ensure the grounds, fences, etc. in the park space 
are safe, and well maintained, to ensure no one 
(animal or human) gets hurt.” 

• “Make sure there are dog poop bags dispensers 
near garbage” 
 

General Comments of Support 
About a quarter of the participants who 
answered this question expressed support and 
excitement to the proposed changes. 

• “I would prefer to see the unused baseball 
diamond area as off leash, instead of having dogs 
running loose on my street.” 

• “Calgary needs more off leash parks in the actual 
communities.  This is a great thing!” 
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• “I see this as being very favourable to the 
community” 

• “For dogs off leash this part of the city has been 
horrifically underserved.  Beddington Trail makes a 
barrier past which no parks exist. There ARE NO 
OPTIONS.  We need more offleash parks that are 
appealing to access!!” 
 

General Comments of Opposition and  
Other Concerns 

Some participants who answered this question 
voiced concerns or opposition to the proposed 
changes. Safety, parking, and traffic concerns 
were also mentioned.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

• “This dry water storm pond frequently fills with 
water during heavy rain which could be a safety 
hazard to users if they are not aware of this. I do 
not support this changing to a dog park.” 

• “Come see for yourself 2:30-3:30 Monday to Friday 
on school days. Find another safer location for all. 
Look up how any car accidents happen at this 
intersection. We need to relieve congestion not 
add more here.” 

• “The ball diamond should be left as is and not used 
for an off leash area. There is no parking available 
and it is already in short supply currently. Kids and 
families are often out using the ball diamond 
informally.” 

• “Don't make this change.  It is a waste of money 
and a loss of recreational space for citizens. The 
current structure works.” 
 

 

Next steps 

• Meet with Community Association to discuss what we heard report. 
- Discuss comments and ways to mitigate main concerns 

- Parks and Community to revise any plans or proposals 

- Discuss opportunities for added involvement by Community – Volunteers, etc. 

- Discuss if community association wishes to proceed – Support with board motion 

 

• Parks to circulate revised plans to key stakeholders and work with stakeholders to finalize these 

revised plans. Loop back to Community Association as needed. 

 

• Communicate updated plans / proposals on The City of Calgary, Engage portal page. Communicate 

decisions and reasons behind those decisions. For information on ongoing process and updated 

plans, please check the Engage portal page for this project (https://engage.calgary.ca/offleash-

hiddenvalley). 

 

https://engage.calgary.ca/offleash-hiddenvalley
https://engage.calgary.ca/offleash-hiddenvalley
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• If all parties agree to proceed, create a schedule and budget for works and provide a timeline to the 

public. 

 

Verbatim Comments 
 

Verbatim comments presented here include all feedback, suggestions, comments and messages that were 

collected online through the engagement described in this report. All input has been reviewed and provided 

to Project Teams to be considered in decision making for the project. 

The comments are divided into questions asked. No other edits to the feedback have been made, and the 
verbatim comments are as received. Any personal identifying information has been removed from the 
verbatim comments presented here. Comments or portions of comments that contain profanity, or that are 
not in compliance with the City's Respectful Workplace Policy or Online Tool Moderation 
Practice, have also been removed from participant submissions. 

For full verbatim on question #5 please click here: https://hdp-ca-prod-app-cgy-engage-files.s3.ca-

central-1.amazonaws.com/7116/3475/1203/Hidden_Valley_Off-Leash_Park_Verbatim5.pdf 

For full verbatim on question #6 please click here: https://hdp-ca-prod-app-cgy-engage-files.s3.ca-central-

1.amazonaws.com/6316/3475/1372/Hidden_Valley_Off-Leash_Park_Verbatim6.pdf  

For full verbatim on question #7 please click here: https://hdp-ca-prod-app-cgy-engage-files.s3.ca-central-

1.amazonaws.com/2216/3475/1464/Hidden_Valley_Off-Leash_Park_Verbatim7.pdf  

 

 

http://publicaccess.calgary.ca/lldm01/livelink.exe?func=ccpa.general&msgID=VsrscyrAgI&msgAction=Download
https://engage.calgary.ca/moderation
https://engage.calgary.ca/moderation
https://hdp-ca-prod-app-cgy-engage-files.s3.ca-central-1.amazonaws.com/7116/3475/1203/Hidden_Valley_Off-Leash_Park_Verbatim5.pdf
https://hdp-ca-prod-app-cgy-engage-files.s3.ca-central-1.amazonaws.com/7116/3475/1203/Hidden_Valley_Off-Leash_Park_Verbatim5.pdf
https://hdp-ca-prod-app-cgy-engage-files.s3.ca-central-1.amazonaws.com/6316/3475/1372/Hidden_Valley_Off-Leash_Park_Verbatim6.pdf
https://hdp-ca-prod-app-cgy-engage-files.s3.ca-central-1.amazonaws.com/6316/3475/1372/Hidden_Valley_Off-Leash_Park_Verbatim6.pdf
https://hdp-ca-prod-app-cgy-engage-files.s3.ca-central-1.amazonaws.com/2216/3475/1464/Hidden_Valley_Off-Leash_Park_Verbatim7.pdf
https://hdp-ca-prod-app-cgy-engage-files.s3.ca-central-1.amazonaws.com/2216/3475/1464/Hidden_Valley_Off-Leash_Park_Verbatim7.pdf

