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Project overview  
 
Calgary’s playgrounds are great places for Calgarians of all ages to relax and play. The City 
maintains more than 1,100 playgrounds. 

As playground equipment ages and safety standards change, The City aims to reimagine 
these green spaces to ensure they remain vibrant community hubs that encourage connection 
and recreation for all ages. Parks works with residents, community associations and other 
interested parties to discuss options for reimagining these play spaces.  

Safety for park visitors is our priority, and each playground is inspected seven times a year to 
ensure Canada Safety Association guidelines are met. Parks works with residents, community 
associations and other interested parties to discuss options prior to the lifecycle replacement.        

Optimization Process 
 
When evaluating the best possible use for playground space that is up for lifecycle, the 
following factors are considered: 

1. Available footprint in conjunction with budget - what space is available to install/replace 
play structure 

2. Age-appropriate equipment - generally the 5-12 years range is targeted as being most 
widely usable (both in terms of range and functionality) but does require a larger 
footprint to be functional 

3. Proximity of other playgrounds in the area - benchmark goal for Calgary is 5 
playgrounds for every 1,000 kids under 12 

4. Options for other opportunities - adult based play options, enhanced green space 
amenities (seating etc.), nature and naturalized options 

5. Demographics of the community - are the current spaces most suited to the entirety of 
the community 

When a space is transformed with new equipment and use options, they can become more 
welcoming to a broader base of community residents and become a location to be enjoyed by 
all. Green space is highly valued by Calgarians of all ages. 

It is key to note that the engagement process is not designed as a voting process but rather to 
gather collective and balanced input to gauge response to a project, it is reflective in nature. 
The feedback received is used to shape the project and to provide additional information that 
addresses that feedback. 

 

https://www.calgary.ca/csps/parks/locations/community-parks-and-playgrounds.html
http://www.csagroup.org/
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Engagement overview 
 
The City of Calgary maintains over 1,000 playgrounds, many of these playgrounds are built by 
the developers and then become the responsibility of The City to maintain and lifecycle. Each 
playground is visited at least seven times a year to be inspected for safety and to determine if 
maintenance is required. As a playground ages, the cost to maintain it typically increases as 
parts become harder to obtain. Playgrounds eventually need to be replaced or removed due to 
age of the equipment and/or change in safety standards. 

When it is time to life cycle a playground, City staff look for opportunities to optimize play 
spaces in that community. The City of Calgary has the goal of five playgrounds for 1,000 kids 
under 12. As per the 2019 Census, Huntington Hills had 2,315 children aged 0-14. The City is 
proposing to remove two smaller playgrounds and allocate funds to make two other 
playgrounds larger and updated. 

A Playspace Optimization portal page was open for input from October 6 through November 2, 
2022.The page was designed to communicate project objectives and receive feedback on the 
planning process and gather comments from the community. A map was also provided to 
show the location of the specific playground locations along with additional markers noting the 
location of other playgrounds in the community.  

What We Asked  
 
To get a sense of preference within the community and given options and considerations we 
asked: Do you feel a bench or picnic table would be suitable for the two locations where 
playground equipment will be removed? Do you have other suggestions for the space, 
considering that there are budget and space limitations? 

To get a sense of potential benefits of the City’s proposed changes: In recreating this space 
would you find it more beneficial to have the space replaced with grass only? 

To understand what specific equipment the community thinks is most important and to 
prioritize: Regarding the two playgrounds that will be upgraded, which types of 
playground equipment would you have us prioritize? 

https://engage.calgary.ca/playspace-optimization
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What we heard  
 
The following is a summary of the comments received, repsonses have been categorized into 
overarching themes to provide a summary of what we heard. Supporting verbatim comments 
are provided (these are not altered for spelling or grammar and presented as recieved). Full 
verbatim of responses are also provided by clicking the link, to proivde full transparency of 
comments received.   

Shows the question type and repsonse rate. Provided to show the number of responses the 
report is reflective of, meant to show distribution and not to seen as voting as 
comments/responses recived could repsresent a mix of feedback. 

Do you feel a bench or picnic table would be suitable for the two locations where 
playground equipment will be removed? Do you have other suggestions for the space, 
considering that there are budget and space limitations? 

Multi Choice | Skipped: 5 | Answered: 72 (93.5%) 

 
The following are verbatim comments received for those who selected “Other” (Given the low 
number of comments, all verbatim comments are listed below): 

Pile of fill (for toboggan hill mainly)  

Community garden 
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Butterfly garden, chess table, giant twister, indigenous place making, public memorial space, 
treed space with privacy, rubberized ground for Tai chi/yoga space. 

small picnic grounds 

grass 

a playground is better then those choices 

make a better park 

Canopy for picnic table. 
 
Goal posts, or other ballsport equipment 
 
Kiosk 
 
What about a community garden? 
 
Please do not remove, children need to get out doors and move around, I have seen adults 
on the different items near Hun842. 
 

 

In recreating this space would you find it more beneficial to have the space replaced 
with grass only? Multi Choice | Skipped: 6 | Answered: 71 (92.2%) 
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Regarding the two playgrounds that will be upgraded, which types of playground 
equipment would you have us prioritize?  
Place in order of importance by dragging and dropping boxes to the right (top being most important) 
Ranking | Skipped: 12 | Answered: 65 (84.4%) 

 

Engagement Summary 
 
The above responses provided us with what the community desired within these spaces. 
Please see the proposed plan below that reflects consideration of responses in association 
with budget planning and optimization goals. Construction work is scheduled for 2023. 

What we are going to do 
 
Proposed Plan: 
 
HUN631 (along Beddington Blvd) This park site has two playgrounds: 

• The playground at Huntwick Way NE will have the footprint restored to grass with the 
relocation of a bench and garbage receptacle 

• The playground near Huntham Rd NE will be a new improved playground  
 
HUN722 (along rear of Hunterdale Rd NW) 

• Restore footprint to grass 
• Install a picnic table off to the side near trees 
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• Move garbage receptacle closer to alley and pedestrian traffic near tunnel access to 
Nose Hill. This opens up the area for off leash and gives some seating to the users near 
trees 

 
HUN587 (Huntervalley Rd NW) 

• Old playground to be replaced with new and improved playground 
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