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Chapter 1 – Visualizing Growth 
 

1.3 Community Context 

 

Community Characteristics and Attributes 

The plan area and surrounding communities contain attributes that were considered as part of 

the development of the Plan. Key attributes are shown on Map 2: Community Characteristics 

and Attributes. These attributes must be considered throughout all subsequent phases of 

planning and development. 
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Topography 

 

The Heritage Communities, located between the Glenmore Reservoir and the Bow River, are 

characterized by a relatively high elevation in relation to the Bow River valley area. A wide high 

terrace on prairie level crosses from north to south across the plan area with a slight slope 

downwards west towards the Glenmore Reservoir and 14 Street SE. A steep escarpment is 

located on the east side of the plan area, with land sloping down towards the Bow River valley 

floodplain. Along the western edge of the plan area, a terrace edge exists around the 

boundaries of the Glenmore Reservoir, which was part of the Elbow River valley prior to the 

creation of the reservoir in the early 1930s. 

 

Natural Features and Open Areas  

 

The plan area falls within the Bow River Direct Watershed and a small portion of the western 

boundary of the plan area adjacent to the Glenmore Reservoir falls within the Elbow River 

Watershed. Development occurring adjacent to these rivers may be subject to flooding 

As these areas are identified as part of the floodway or flood fringe in Figure 2: Plan 

Constraints. The Heritage Communities also includes a range of natural areas and open 

spaces including Sue Higgins Park and portions of South Glenmore Park as well as it is home to 

two golf courses: the private Willow Park Golf & Country Club and the public Maple Ridge Golf 

Course.  

 

Urban Forestry 

 

The Heritage Communities have a mature tree canopy that consists of trees on public and 

private lands. Healthy tree canopies are critical to climate change mitigation and enhance 

community wellbeing. As part of the Plan, policies have been provided to help maintain, improve 

and expand the existing tree canopies across the communities and contribute to broader City 

climate resiliency objectives. 

 

Urban Main Street 

 

Macleod Trail S between Glenmore Trail S and Southland Drive S is identified as an Urban 

Main Street in the MDP.  Macleod Trail S is a significant north-south vehicular thoroughfare 

with numerous businesses and services, but acts as a barrier, impacting east-west connections 

between communities. Enhancing Macleod Trail S will directly improve the connectivity of 

communities on opposing sides of this street. 

 

Activity Centres 

 

There are two Activity Centres located in the plan area, a Major Activity Centre and a 

Community Activity Centre. The MDP identifies the area around the Anderson LRT Station, 

the Southland LRT Station and Southcentre Mall as a Major Activity Centre. A Portion of the 

East Fairview Industrial area, often referred to as Deerfoot Meadows is identified as a 

Community Activity Centre. In addition, this Plan identifies a series of Neighbourhood 
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Activity Centres located at key intersections along Elbow Drive SW, Fairmount Drive SE and 

Acadia Drive SE. 

 

Public Transit Infrastructure 

 

The Heritage Communities is served by a range of transit services including light rail and 

several rapid transit routes. The Red Line Light Rail Transit (LRT) system traverses north-south 

across the plan area and is anchored by three stations: Heritage LRT Station, Southland LRT 

Station and Anderson LRT Station.  

 

The plan area is also well serviced by the Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) network with the MAX 

Yellow BRT along 14 Street SE and MAX Teal BRT along portions of 14Street SE and Heritage 

Drive S. Local bus routes also provide connections throughout the Heritage Communities. 

 

Pedestrian and Cycling Infrastructure 

 

The plan area includes several pathway and bikeways such as the regional pathways along the 

Glenmore Reservoir, Heritage Drive S, and the Bow River. Local pathways and engineered 

walkways provide some additional connectivity in several communities. Shared on-street 

bikeways are located along collector and residential streets such as 5 Street SW, Haddon Road 

SW, Acadia Drive SE, and Willow Park Drive SE. Pedestrian overpasses provide additional 

connectivity across Glenmore Trail S, 14 Street SW, Blackfoot Trail SE, Anderson Road S and 

Freight Rail Corridor and LRT right-of-way.  

 

Despite existing pedestrian and cycling infrastructure, connectivity in the plan area is impacted 

by major roads, the Freight Rail Corridor and LRT right-of-way and urban fabric of communities. 

There are also areas where the pedestrian infrastructure is missing partially or completely and 

other locations where the number of driveway crossing make it difficult to provide continuous 

and separated pedestrian and cycling infrastructure. 

 

Heritage Resources 

 

The Heritage resources in the plan area have been formally identified on the Inventory of 
Evaluated Historic Resources. The St. Andrew’s United Church and St. Cecila’s Roman 
Catholic Church are both recognized for their 1960s Expressionist design. Other sites within the 
plan area may also merit future inclusion on the Inventory by Heritage Calgary, based on the 
Council-approved evaluation system.  
 
The Inventory does not prevent a heritage resource from being altered or demolished, but 
properties listed on the Inventory that request legal protection may be eligible for development 
and/or financial incentives through The City and the Province of Alberta.  There is the potential 
for undiscovered historic resources which must be considered as redevelopment occurs in 
accordance with the Historical Resources Act and which may impact future development. 
 

Civic Facilities and Community Amenities 

 

There are a range of civic and recreation facilities, including the Fish Creek Library, Southwood 

Library, Rose Kohn and Jimmie Condon Arenas, Acadia Aquatic & Fitness Centre, Acadia 
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Recreation Complex, Acadia Athletic Park, Osten & Victor Alberta Tennis Centre, Trico Centre 

for Family Wellness and the Maple Ridge Golf Course in the Heritage Communities. Several 

community association buildings are also located across the plan area that anchor a range of 

active and passive outdoor and indoor recreational and community gathering opportunities. 

There are also several school sites including Lord Beaverbrook High School and two major 

community amenities that serve Calgarians: the Rockyview General Hospital and Heritage Park. 

 

City Operational Facilities and Depots 

 

There are several City Operational Facilities in the plan area, including the Haddon Road Depot, 

the Heritage Station Maintenance Shop, the Anderson Station Transit Maintenance Depot, the 

Haysboro LRT Storage Facility and several Parks Depots. These facilities are key to overall 

upkeep and maintenance of City infrastructure in communities in South Calgary. 

 

Freight Rail Corridor 

 

The plan area includes a Freight Rail Corridor and LRT right-of-way and its associated LRT 

Transit Station Areas. Development adjacent to the Freight Rail Corridor or rail yards must 

comply with applicable policies and regulations. 

 

Non-operating Landfills Setbacks 

 

The non-operating Springbank Landfill and Blackfoot Landfill are located north of the plan area 

as shown in Figure 2: Plan Constraints. The landfills’ regulated setbacks of 300 metres have 

the potential to impact future development in the northern edge of the East Fairview Industrial 

area. The regulated setbacks are subject to sections 12 and 13 of the Subdivision and 

Development Regulation of the MGA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Plan Constraints 
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Based on the ongoing public insight and input received during the initial phases of the 

development of the Heritage Communities Local Area Plan, the following illustration (Figure 3: 

Heritage Communities) was created to highlight the key assets, features and amenities that 

define the plan area for citizens. 

. 
Figure 3: Heritage Communities 


