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Chapter 1 – Visualizing Growth 
 

1.3 Community Context 
 

Community Characteristics and Attributes 

The Plan Area and surrounding land contain characteristics that were considered as part of the 

development of the Plan. Key characteristics are shown on Map 2: Community 

Characteristics. These characteristics must be considered throughout all subsequent phases 

of planning and development. 

 

  

MAP 2 
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Topography 

 

The Westbrook Communities are characterized by relatively high elevation to the south of the 

Bow River. Steep slopes are located on the northwest boundaries of the area and slope down 

towards the Bow River. The Plan Area gently slopes toward the east and south boundaries. To 

the west, the land slopes up towards the area located west of Sarcee Trail SW. 

 

Natural Features and Areas 

 

The Plan Area is part of the Bow River Watershed, more specifically, the Bow River Direct and 

the Elbow River watersheds. Development adjacent to the Bow River may be subject to flooding 

and are identified as part of the floodway or flood fringe. Chapter 2: Enabling Growth includes 

policies to strengthen resiliency and minimize development impact on the rivers while 

supporting intended growth, in addition to regulations in the Land Use Bylaw regarding floodway 

and flood fringe areas.       

 

Natural features in the Plan Area include several river pathways, Edworthy Park and 

Shaganappi Park and creek, as well as several smaller open spaces located throughout area. 

 

Main Streets 

 

Portions of 37 Street SW, 17 Avenue SW and Richmond Road SW are identified as 

Neighbourhood Main Streets in the Municipal Development Plan DP (Map 2: Community 

Characteristics). The MDP includes general policies and development intensity targets for 

Neighbourhood Main Streets. 

 

Activity Centres 

 

The Westbrook LRT transit station area and the Richmond Square shopping area are 

Community Activity Centres as shown in the MDP. The Plan identifies eight Neighbourhood 

Activity Centres. Two are located along Richmond Road SW at 29 and 37 Streets SW, four are 

located along 26 Avenue SW at 29, 33, 37 and 45 Streets SW, one is located at 45 Street and 

Bow Trail SW and one is located along Spruce Centre SW (Map 2: Community Characteristics). 

 

Public Transit Infrastructure 

 

The Plan Area includes three Blue Line LRT stations: Shaganappi Point, Westbrook and 45 

Street SW stations. MAX Teal BRT runs along 37 Street SW with stations at 26 Avenue SW and 

Richmond Road SW and connects Westbrook LRT Station and Mount Royal University to  south 

of the Plan Area. MAX Yellow BRT runs along the Plan Area’s eastern boundary of Crowchild 

Trail SW with stations at 17 Avenue SW and Richmond Road/33 Avenue SW. Bus routes also 

provide connections through the area and to citywide destinations such as hospitals and 

universities. Westbrook Station is particularly important as it acts as a transit hub for city 

destinations and regional destinations such as Banff and British Columbia. 
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Historic Resources 

 

Some of the communities’ heritage resources have been formally recognized on The City of 

Calgary’s Inventory of Evaluated Historic Resources, while others have heritage value and 

may merit inclusion on the Inventory. Overall, many heritage resources in the Plan Area are 

not legally protected from significant alteration or demolition, but still they contribute to the 

historic character of the community. 

 

There is the potential for undiscovered historic resources which must be considered as 

redevelopment occurs and may impact development. Sites with a Historic Resource Value are 

required to obtain Provincial approval in accordance to the Historical Resources Act. 

 

Civic Facilities 

 

The Plan Area has several recreational facilities including Killarney Aquatic and Recreation 

Centre, Optimist Athletic Park, Optimist and George Blundun Arenas and the Shaganappi Point 

Golf Course. 

 

Other community amenities include seventeen schools, eight Community Association buildings, 

the Nicholls Family Library, the Wildflowers Arts Centre as well as several parks, open spaces 

and public art pieces throughout the Westbrook Communities (Map 2: Community 

Characteristics). 

 

Climate Risk 

 

Westbrook Communities are at significant risk from higher average temperatures, extreme heat, 

severe storms, and short duration high intensity precipitation events. These risks will increase 

over time as climate change intensifies and can affect Westbrook communities in various ways. 

Communities should anticipate increased demand for indoor and outdoor public places to cool 

down and access to water during extreme heat. Park areas and riparian zones in poor 

ecological health are at risk of damage and erosion caused by heavy precipitation and flooding, 

which may compromise access to parks and trails. Older stormwater infrastructure (e.g. built 

before 1988) may not be able to withstand future precipitation intensities and lead to localized 

flooding in residential areas such as Glenbrook and Killarney/Glengarry.  
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Based on the ongoing public insight and input received during the initial phases of the 

development of the Westbrook Communities Local Area Plan, the following illustration (Figure 

3: Westbrook Communities) was created to highlight the key assets, features and amenities 

that define the plan area for citizens.  

Figure 3: Westbrook Communities 

 

 


