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Note: In July 2021, following the completing of the stakeholder and public engagement for this project, The 
City project team updated the name from “Festival and Event Strategy” to “Eventful City Strategy” to best 
reflect the industry, its partners, and the goals of the strategy itself. For the purposes of this report, and 
going forward, the strategy will be referenced as “Eventful City Strategy”. 

Project overview 
Festivals and events reinforce and celebrate the identity or culture of the places in which they happen and 
have a positive impact on the city’s economic and social prosperity. To create an Eventful City, a shift needs 
to occur that requires the development of an integrated approach to the relationship between the city and its 
events which maximize the benefits of the event program through several key elements including:  

1. Developing an effective stakeholder network and governance 
2. Creating a strategic vision  
3. Constructive communication, marketing and data management   
4. Curating the program for the eventful city / connecting events to community 
5. Aligning finances and sustainability 
6. Optimize Infrastructure Use and Development 

In response to the report prepared by Calgary Economic Development (Calgary and the New Economy 
2018) that identified the important role the creative industries play in economic recovery, City Council 
Directives for 2019 – 2022 placed a significant value on the need to attend to the growth and development 
of the arts, culture, festival, and winter activities that support economic growth and spur job creation in the 
city.  

City Council, in approving the 2019-2022 OneCalgary Budget, directed Administration to develop and 
implement an Eventful City Strategy for the Arts and Culture line of service. 

Engagement overview 
Due to restrictions on public gatherings in April and May 2021, public engagement occurred entirely online. 
The City’s online Engage Portal was used to seek public input on festival and event experiences, barriers 
and opportunities. Online engagement was open from April 12 to May 2, 2021. 382 participants provided 
their feedback online. 

What we asked 
SOCIAL MAP 

1. What festivals or events do you attend? Where do you go to them? 
• Show us where you attend events and what events you attend in those locations. Please zoom 

into the location where you attend an event and place a "Marker" in the location. 
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SURVEY 

1. Thinking about going to your favourite festivals and/or events, what are your top priorities for 
choosing to attend them? Drag and Drop your top 5 priorities from the list below:  
• Cost  
• Location  
• All ages events  
• Family events  
• 18+ events  
• Accessibility by transit  
• Accessibility by walking/cycling 

• Parking nearby  
• Day/time of the event  
• Accessibility for people of all ages and 

abilities 
• Type of event (e.g. music, cultural, food, 

art, performance. Etc.)  
• Proximity to work or home

a. Are there other priorities important to you when choosing to attend a festival or event that we 
have missed? 

 
2. Where do you enjoy attending events?  

• Downtown  
• Dispersed throughout the city  
• NW  
• NE  

• SE  
• SW  
• In my community, please specify:  
• Other, please explain:

 
3. Thinking about festivals and events you have attended, what made it a good experience?  

 
4. If you don’t attend festivals and events in the city, what are some of the reasons or barriers (other 

than health restrictions during the COVID-19 pandemic) for you not to attend?   
 

5. Considering the impact the COVID-19 pandemic had on festivals and events, what innovations or 
ways have allowed you to attend festivals and events in the last year? What innovations would you 
like to see continue?   
 

6. Are there any opportunities to improve your experience of attending festivals and events in Calgary? 
  

7. How do you learn about events in the city? 
• Facebook  
• Twitter  
• Calgary.ca  
• Festivals and Events Newsletter  
• Word of mouth  
• Signage  
• Radio Community Association 

newsletter, website, social media  

• Tourism Calgary website 
(www.visitcalgary.com)  

• Life in Calgary website 
(www.lifeincalgary.ca)  

• To Do Canada website 
(www.todocanada.ca)  

• Other, please specify:  



Eventful City Strategy 
Public Report Back: What We Heard 

April - May 2021 

5/66 

VISIONER (Virtual Sticky Note Tool)  

1. Thinking about Calgary becoming an eventful city, what would need to change and what would stay 
the same? 

o An eventful city is not a city of events but a city that can use the events it has in a creative 
and sustainable way. An eventful city incorporates the values that the city wishes to develop 
through eventfulness such as:  
 Distinctiveness;  
 Sense of place and identity;  
 Improving the quality of life;  
 Acting in an enabling, inclusive, and transparent fashion; and  
 Supporting the development of transcultural* values.  

*Transcultural - involving, encompassing, or extending across two or more cultures.  

What we heard 
Key themes we heard through the public online engagement included: 

• Programming: Several participants expressed the importance of having more unique events that 
focus on a range of topics and artists, such as food, music, performances, local vendors, etc. 
Participants also mentioned they would like to see more events with bigger artists and also 
expressed that they want more pop-up events activated in more creative spaces across the city that 
can highlight local artists. 

• Safety: Several participants indicated that safety and Covid-19 precautions are important to 
consider for festivals and events. Participants suggested the following ways to make festivals and 
events safer:  

o create more space for attendees to spread out, dedicate areas for families / cohorts to 
socially distance from others, and provide a lot of hand sanitizing stations throughout the 
festival or event; 

o add more points of entry into the location and include more use of timed entry to ensure 
reduced number of people in attendance at any given time; and 

o activate more outdoor spaces (i.e., parking lots, community parks) and spread-out events 
across multiple locations throughout the city to reduce number of people in one place at the 
same time. 

• Cost: Several participants indicated that the cost of purchasing tickets and/or food and beverages at 
festivals and events is an important consideration when choosing to attend festivals and events. 
Participants suggested offering additional incentives with the purchase of tickets, such as, free 
transit passes to get to and from the venue, or combined entry into multiple events at a discounted 
rate. 
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• Accessibility: Several participants mentioned it is important that it is easy to get to festivals and 
events either by vehicle, transit, bike or walking and that using familiar, well-signed spaces also 
makes them more accessible. Some participants would like to see festivals and events in Calgary 
more accessible to more people by being more inclusive in the following ways: 

o demonstrate land acknowledgements and celebrate our indigenous people’s traditions; 
o create spaces that are safe and welcoming for all to attend; and 
o host multicultural festivals and events that showcase the diversity of people that live in 

Calgary. 

For a more detailed exploration of themes that were heard, see the following sections listed below: 

• For a detailed summary of the input that was provided, please see the Summary of Input section. 
• For a verbatim listing of all the input that was provided, please see the Verbatim Responses section. 

Next steps 
Feedback from the public will be used to help develop the Eventful City Strategy. A What We Heard Report 
will be shared with stakeholders and the public in Summer 2021.
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Summary of Input 
The following is a summary of the feedback received from participants about their experiences with 
attending festivals and events in Calgary. 

SOCIAL MAP 

1. What festivals or events do you attend? Where do you go to them? 
• Show us where you attend events and what events you attend in those locations. Please zoom 

into the location where you attend an event and place a "Marker" in the location. 

 

Area Events Locations 
North West • Badlands Music Festival 

• Bermuda Shorts Day at UofC campus  
• Calgary Stampeders Games 
• Highschool Model United Nations at MacEwan Hall 
• Ice Skating in Bowness Park 

• McMahon Stadium  
• Military remembrance 

at Sunnyside Bank 
Park 

• UofC 
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Area Events Locations 
• Ostara celebrations on the Spring Solstice in Nose 

Hill Park  
• Parkdale Petfest 
• Tour de Bowness cycle race 

North East • Canada Day celebrations 
• Country Thunder 
• Drive-in movies at Telus Spark 
• Diwali fireworks 
• Earth Hour 
• Fitness Classes 
• Mad Decent Block Party at the Prairie Winds Park 
• Multicultural festivals at the Genesis Centre  
• Murals in the tunnels below Stoney Trail and CPR 
• Philippine Independence Day 
• Police Association family events 
• Stampede Breakfasts 

• Telus Spark 
• Genesis Centre 

Central • Alberta Theatre Projects 
• Arts Commons 
• Beakerhead 
• Beat Beethoven run 
• Beltline Urban Mural Project 
• Big Winter Classic 
• Calgary Comic Convention / Parade of Wonders 
• Calgary Folk Music Festival / Block Heater 
• Calgary Marathon 
• Calgary Pride 
• Calgary Stampede 
• Calgary Turkish Festival 
• Calgary Underground Film Festival 
• Canada Day celebrations 
• Carifest 
• Circle Carnival 
• Chinook Blast 
• Design Matters lectures and seminars 
• Decidedly Jazz Danceworks drive-in shows 
• Drag shows 
• Expo Latino Festival 
• Farmers Market 
• Femme Wave 
• Heritage Day 
• The High Performance Rodeo 
• GLOW Winter Light Festival 
• International Blues Festival 

• Broken City 
• Hifi Club 
• Jack Singer concert 

hall 
• Inner City Brewing 
• Telus Convention 

Centre 
• The Palomino 
• The Pioneer 
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Area Events Locations 
• International Film Festival  
• Jane walks on architectural history 
• Last Best 
• Light The Night Walk 
• Lilac Festival 
• Market Collective 
• Moonlight Market 
• Movie on the Rise 
• The Night Market 
• Otafest 
• Olympic Plaza 
• Pet-a-palooza 
• Skating Competitions 
• Slam Festival 
• Sled Island Music and Arts Festival 
• Taste of Calgary 
• Terminus Festival 
• Theatre Calgary 
• Women’s March 
• Wordfest 
• The Wild Run 
• Wrestling Calgary 
• Zero Waste Festival 
• Unspecified conferences, concerts and live music, 

raves, outdoor films, performances, community 
events, sporting events, protests, markets and 
festivals 

South East • Calgary Folk Music Festival / Block Heater 
• Chasing Summer 
• Chinook Blast augmented reality event 
• East Town Get Down Independent Music Festival 
• Fireworks on special occasions 
• Global Fest 
• Hotels Live 
• Inglewood Night Market 
• JazzYYC Festival 
• Lake Chaparral 
• Le Cirque de Nuit 
• Stampede Breakfasts 

• Festival Hall 

South West • Circle Carnival 
• cSPACE Farmers Market 
• Bettys Run for ALS 
• Greek Fest 

• Heritage Park 
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Area Events Locations 
• Marda Loop Justice Film Festival 
• Marda Gras Street Festival 
• Pow Wows at Heritage Park 
• Stampede Breakfasts 
• Wordfest 
• University student and business events at 

Ambrose University 
• Unspecified Community Events 
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SURVEY 

1. Thinking about going to your favourite festivals and/or events, what are your top priorities for 
choosing to attend them? Drop and drag up to five priorities. (Weighted score out of 5) 

 
a. Are there other priorities important to you when choosing to attend a festival or event that we 

have missed? 
• Several participants expressed the importance of having unique events that focus on a 

range of topics and mediums, such as food, music, performances, vendors, etc. 
• Some participants mentioned that event timing should be inclusive of different 

schedules, with some wanting later events and others wanting earlier, as well as a 
better disbursement throughout all seasons, rather than concentrated during the 
summer months. 

• Several participants indicated that it is important to feel safe and secure; have crowd 
control, particularly post COVID-19; and make efforts to ensure festivals and events are 
more inclusive. However, some participants would prefer no mask requirements or limit 
on size. 

• Several participants indicated they like to have food, beverages, and / or alcohol 
available to purchase, as well as the option to consume cannabis on site.  

• Participants also indicated that it is important to have festivals and events with low 
waste, adequate recycling and composting stations, and provided washroom facilities.  

 
Note: the list above does not include comments that are reflective of the list of priorities in the 
table above. 

0.00 0.50 1.00 1.50 2.00 2.50 3.00 3.50 4.00 4.50

Type of event

Cost

Family events

All ages events

Day/time of the event

18+ events

Location

Accessibility by walking/cycling

Parking nearby

Accessibility by transit

Proximity to work or home

Accessibility for people of all ages and abilities

Weighted Score
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2. Where do you enjoy attending events? 

 

In my community, please specify: 
Aspen Woods, Bankview (+1), Beltline, Bowness (+1), Bridgeland (+1), Canyon Meadows, 
Chaparral (+1), Coach Hill, Copperfield, Cougar Ridge, Cranston, Crescent heights, Crestmont, 
Deer Ridge, East Village, Edgemont, Elbow Park (+1), Erlton, Evergreen, Fairview, Glengarry, 
Hillhurst (+2), Inglewood, Kensington (+1), Killarney (+1), Lake Bonavista, Legacy, Livingston, 
MacEwan, Mahogany (+1), Marda Loop, Mayland Heights, McKenzie, Mckenzie Lake, Midnapore, 
Mission, North Hill, Northern Hills, Oakridge, Parkdale (+1), Penbrooke, Riverside, Rosscarrock, 
Roxboro, Saddleridge, Sandstone(+1), Strathcona, Sunnyside (+3), Thorncliffe (+1), Tuxedo Park 
(+1), Westwinds, West Springs 
 
Other: Community centers, somewhere walkable and/or bikeable (+1), the Genesis Centre 
 

3. Thinking about festivals and events you have attended, what made it a good experience?  
• Several participants indicated that an atmosphere with friendly and inclusive people, staff 

and spaces, along with the feeling of community have made festivals and events a good 
experience.  

• Participants indicated that feeling safe and secure, efficient crowd management and not 
being overly crowded make events a better experience. Well planned and organized festivals 
and events in a space that has a good flow of attendees, perhaps with timed entry and a 

0 50 100 150 200 250 300

NE

SE

NW

SW

Dispersed throughout the city

Downtown
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schedule of programming that is communicated well to attendees also add to a good 
experience. 

• Some participants enjoy interesting activities for people of all ages and abilities, a variety of 
outdoor and scenic locations that are easy to access through a variety of modes of 
transportation, and that do not require them to rely on driving and parking. 

• Some participants indicated that having specific areas for alcohol and / or cannabis 
consumption, and the availability of amenities, such as washrooms, local food and 
beverages and other local vendors contributes to the overall good experience at festivals and 
events. 
 

4. If you don’t attend festivals and events in the city, what are some of the reasons or barriers (other 
than health restrictions during the COVID-19 pandemic) for you not to attend?   

• Several participants indicated that the cost of purchasing tickets and/or food and beverages 
at festivals and events is often a reason to not attend. Some participants suggested offering 
additional incentives with the purchase of festival and event tickets, such as, free transit 
passes to get to and from the venue. 

• Some participants indicated that the time and date of a festival and event is often 
inconvenient for them to attend. 

• Some participants mentioned another barrier to attending festivals and events is if they are 
considered hard to get to, either by vehicle, transit, bike or walking. Participants also 
indicated that they are unlikely to attend and a festival or event if they are unsure of where it 
is being held because the location is unfamiliar to them. 
 

5. Considering the impact the COVID-19 pandemic had on festivals and events, what innovations or 
ways have allowed you to attend festivals and events in the last year? What innovations would you 
like to see continue?   

• Some participants suggested creating more room for attendees to spread out, dedicate 
spaces for families / cohorts to socially distance from others, and hand sanitizing stations 
throughout the festival or event. Participants also suggested adding more points of entry into 
the location and would like there to be more use of timed entry to ensure reduced number of 
people in attendance at any given time. 

• Several participants indicated that they would like to see more outdoor spaces activated and 
used for festivals and events (i.e., parking lots, community parks). Some participants also 
suggested to spread events out across multiple locations throughout the city to reduce 
number of people in one place at the same time, like Canada Day fireworks in multiple 
locations across Calgary. 

• Several participants liked drive-in movies and events to continue in Calgary and would also 
like to see more drive, bike, or walk-thru festivals and events.   
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6. Are there any opportunities to improve your experience of attending festivals and events in Calgary? 
• Several participants indicated that it is important to feel safe attending festivals and events, 

specifically related to the prevention of the spread of COVID-19. Participants suggested 
creating more room for attendees to spread out, dedicate spaces for families / cohorts to 
socially distance from others, and provide separated one-way walking lanes. Participant 
feedback was mixed about the need to make wearing masks a requirement if other measures 
are in place to social distance or if the event takes place outdoors. 

• Participants mentioned they would like to see more events with bigger artists and indicated 
they want more pop-up events in unique spaces across the city to highlight local artists.  

• Some participants suggested using Calgary’s +15 network and activating more spaces 
across the city for festivals and events year-round. 

• Participants indicated that they would like reduced restrictions around the consumption of 
alcohol and/or cannabis and not have consumption confined to a specific location within the 
event. Some participants felt this will make festivals and events more accessible to more 
people.  

 
7. How do you learn about events in the city? 

 
• Several participants indicated that they also learn about festivals and events in Calgary 

through a variety of social media platforms like Instagram, Twitter and TikTok. 

  

Life in Calgary website 
(www.lifeincalgary.ca)

2%

Tourism Calgary website 
(www.visitcalgary.com)

4%
To Do Canada website 
(www.todocanada.ca)

4%

calgary.ca
5%

Twitter
6%

Festivals and Events 
Newsletter

7%

Community Association 
newsletter, website, 

social media
9%

Signage
11%Radio

12%

Word of mouth
20%

Facebook
20%
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VISIONER (Virtual Sticky Note Tool)  

1. Thinking about Calgary becoming an eventful city, what would need to change and what would stay 
the same? 

• Participants indicated that they would like to see varied programming that includes more 
music, celebrates Calgary’s diversity in culture, and showcases local artists, restaurants, and 
businesses. Some participants also suggested pop-up events (i.e. art sculptures, colourful 
lighting installations, warmup stations) across the city, especially in the winter months to keep 
Calgary feeling more vibrant year-round. 

• Some participants would like to see festivals and events in Calgary that are more inclusive: 
o demonstrate land acknowledgements and celebrate our Indigenous people’s traditions; 
o create spaces that are safe and welcoming for all to attend; and 
o host multicultural festivals and events that showcase the diversity of people that live in 

Calgary. 
• Participants indicated that festivals and events should consider ways to reduce the cost to 

attend festivals and events in Calgary. Some participants suggested including transit fair with 
the cost of the ticket, using outdoor community parks and green spaces in more locations 
throughout the city and offering more free events as ways to reduce the cost to attend. 
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Verbatim Comments 
The following is a record of the feedback received from those who responded using the online Engage 
portal. 
 
Please note the comments provided directly by participants are printed as received. The comments are 
organized by the questions asked or topics discussed. Directly received participant comments are unedited 
as to spelling, grammar, use of contractions, etc. Comments are edited to remove profanity, insulting or 
abusive language, personally identifying information or to identify an illegible word; where this occurs, it is 
indicated using square brackets, for example, “[illegible].”  

 

SOCIAL MAP 

1. What festivals or events do you attend? Where do you go to them? 
• Show us where you attend events and what events you attend in those locations. Please zoom 

into the location where you attend an event and place a "Marker" in the location. 
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Alberta Theatre Projects Gay Pride Festival 
All things Stampede related. Genesis Centre is always hosting a multicultural 

festival (e.g. Punjabi, Filipino, Pakistani, Muslim 
etc.) 

Annual skate competition Genesis Centre puts on amazing events for the 
community. I always love to bring my family. 

Anything in my community. Global Fest 
Arts Commons Global Fest Fireworks 
Attend and organize events at this university 
for university students and the business 
community. 

Globalfest 

Attend the rodeo on a regular basis GLOW Winter Festival 
Badlands music festival GLOW winter festival 
Beakerhead Great alternative venue for events and activities. 

Makes EV feel like a cultural hub for the city. 
Beakerhead Great live music venue. 
beakerhead Great place to go for events. 
Beat Beethoven run Great to visit 
Beautiful ballroom for galas and weddings Great way to shop and dine 
Beltline Urban Mural Project - various locations 
to walk around and look at 

Greek Fest 

Bettys Run for ALS Have gone to many outdoor event at Eau Claire 
Big Winter Classic - Broken City. - Last Best 
and Inner City brewing 

Heritage Day 

Block Heater Heritage Park - season passes, go regularly and 
for various events they host 

Block Heater Hifi Club - music events, local artist collective 
showcases 

Block Heater High School Model United Nations 
Block Heater Host an event at this location 
Block Heater (Calgary Folk Music Festival) Hotels Live - Le Cirque de Nuit 
Block Heater (Calgary Folk Music Festival) I attend stampede breakfasts yearly and assist in 

helping plan them. Global fest has been a yearly 
tradition for my family as has stampede. 

Block Heater (CFMF) I love going to Globalfest every summer. I enjoy 
the various cultural booths, the different cuisines 
and of course the fireworks from the various 
countries. I also enjoy the musical acts on the 
various stages throughout the festival and 
interesting items you can purchase. It's a way of 
introducing my children to different cultures and 
truly appreciating what other people listen to, 
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dance to, eat and the differences that make them 
so special. I also like visiting the booth of my 
home country Trinidad and Tobago to pick up fun 
items to display at home. 

Block Heater at Festival Hall Ice skating on NYE 
Block Heater, live music, close to other 
activities/events ie. Stampede, Arts Commons. 

Inglewood Night Market 

Bluesfest Rocks! Inglewood Night Market 
Calgary Comic Convention's Parade of 
Wonders 

Inglewood Night Market 

Calgary Expo's Parade of Wonders Jane's Walks - architectural history 
Calgary Expo's Parade of Wonders JazzYYC Festivals 
Calgary Folk Fest Lake chaparral 
Calgary Folk Fest Latin festival, folk festival, 

Beakerhead/Beakernight 
Calgary Folk Fest - Block Heater Legion #1 , for Sled Island and other music 

festivals 
Calgary Folk Fest, almost every year of the 
past 25 

Light The Night - The Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society of Canada 

Calgary Folk Festival Lilac Fest 
Calgary Folk Festival Lilac Festival 
Calgary folk festival Lilac Festival 
Calgary Folk Festival Lilac Festival 
Calgary Folk Music Festival Lilac festival 
Calgary Folk Music Festival Lilac Festival 
Calgary Folk Music Festival Lilac Festival! 
Calgary Folk Music Festival Lilacfest 
Calgary Folk Music Festival [omitted] throws good bday every year. she 

makes good potato salad and ravioli, highly 
recommend, ask [omitted] or [omitted] for an 
invite 

Calgary Folk Music Festival Live Music 
Calgary Folk Music Festival Lots of outdoor community fairs! 
Calgary Folk Music Festival Lots of stuff happens here 
Calgary Folk Music Festival Mad Decent Block Party 
Calgary Folk Music Festival Marda Gras 
Calgary Folk Music Festival, Calgary Pride Marda loop justice film festival 
Calgary International Blues Festival Market Collective 
Calgary International Film Fest  
Special screenings and film events 

McMahon stadium 

Calgary International Film Festival Memorial Park Pride 
Calgary International Film Festival and other 
events 

Missing concerts and shows terribly. 
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Calgary International Film Festival, Calgary 
Underground Film Festival 

Moonlight Market 

Calgary International Folk Festival Movie on the Rise 
calgary marathon music and cultural festivals 
Calgary Marathon Music festivals 
Calgary Pride Music festivals, Circle Carnival 
Calgary Pride, Calgary Folk Music Festival Night Market 
Calgary Public Library No better place to see an outdoor concert in 

Calgary! 
Calgary Stampede Olympic Plaza, when the water is present in the 

pool, it is vert pleasant to spend time during 
summer. 

Calgary Stampede One Yellow Rabbit High Performance Rodeo 
Calgary Stampede 
Market Collective 

One Yellow Rabbit's High Performance Rodeo 
every January! 

Calgary Stampede 
Sporting events 
Conferences  
Other events 

Otafest 

Calgary Stampede! Outdoor movie events on the big hill! 
Calgary stampede! Palace for Raves 
Calgary Telus Convention Centre - attend a 
variety of events, also host company events 

Palomino, Sled Island 

Calgary Turkish Festival, Taste of Calgary, 
Pey-a-palooza 

Parkdale Petfest 

Calgary Underground Film Fest @ Globe 
Theatre by bicycle. 

Philippine Independence Day 

Canada Day celebrations Police Association family events 
Canada Day Celebrations pop up markets 
Canada Day Celebrations Pride Parade 
Canada Day concerts and celebrations Prince's Island 
Canada day events Protests outside the US Consulate 
Canada Day vendors Raves 
Canada Day, Turkish Festival, Taste of 
Calgary 

Sharing our culture powwow 

Carifest Skateboarding and music events 
Carifest Slam festival 
Central Library theatre and stage shows Sled Island 
CFMF Festival Hall Events Sled Island 
Chasing Summer Sled Island 

Bison Noir (The Honens Festival) 
Chasing Summer Sled Island 

Femme Wave 
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Chinook Blast Sled Island 
Femme Wave 

Chinook Blast augmented reality window mural 
event 

Sled Island 
Femme Wave 

Circle Carnival Sled Island 
Femme Wave 
Wrestling 

Circle Carnival Sled Island  
Femme Wave 

Circle Carnival Sled Island - Broken City 
Circle Festival (Circle the Wagons) Sled Island - Ship and Anchor, by bicycle to other 

venues in the city centre 
Comic Con! Sled Island Block Party 
Community events hosted by Sunalta 
community 

Sled Island Music Festival, Big Winter Classic 

Conferences and community events Sled Island, Femme Wave 
Country Thunder smaller festivals 
Country Thunder Some sort of dog festival 
Country thunder stage on Stephen Ave for music and dance 

shows 
Country Thunder Stampede 
Cspace & Farmers Makers Market Stampede 
D Block hosts the annual BSD celebrations Stampede 
Design Matters lectures and other seminars 
and events 

Stampede baby 

Diwali fireworks Stampede Breakfast 
DJD Drive In Show Stampede Breakfast 
Drag Shows Stampede breakfast 
Drive in movies at TELUS Spark Stampede Breakfast annually the best one in 

town! Yahoo! 
Earth Hour Stampede events - not all on the grounds 
East Town Get Down Stampede fairgrounds 
East Town Get Down Stampede! 
Easy access, for walking or train. Big spaces Stamps games 
Event site is accessible by foot/ bike/ transit. 
Environment is nice. 

Taste of Calgary 

Events at Heritage Park Taste of Calgary 
Events on the plaza plaza Terminus Fest 

Big Winter Classic 
Sled Island 
Pride Events 

Every Global Fest, Applewood residents stage 
their own unauthorised "pre-show" fireworks 
display. Equally, this park for every major 

The Pioneer is a beautiful private event space for 
weddings and other events! 
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holiday, whether that's Tet, Diwali, New Years, 
or even Canada Day, is always used for 
unauthorised fireworks displays. It's a real 
delight for the community. 
Every June, the tunnel below Stoney Trail 
along the CPR, local artists gather and create 
beautiful murals here. It's an underground 
community, however the walls in this tunnel 
have become a canvas of sorts. Every year, it's 
incredible to just come down here, and see the 
amazing artwork of Calgary's local mural 
community. 

Theatre Calgary  
Jack Singer - concerts, performances, events 

Every Spring Solstice, the local witch 
community hosts Ostara celebrations which 
honours the coming of spring. We come 
together, dance in white, cast spells for good 
luck, send curses for our enemies, and hope 
for prosperity and fertility for the entire city. 
NoseHill in particular is the perfect gathering 
place. 

This is a great place to walk and enjoy nature 
needs to be preserved 

Expo Latino latín fest This is a very special place to remember our 
fallen soldiers 

farmers market This is a wide open space, which is perfect for 
social distancing. This is a central location, too. 

Festival Hall This is where festivals happen 
Festival Hall This station has so much crime, everyday is its 

own event. Every late evening, when I'm done my 
shift, I look forward getting off the CTrain and 
seeing what new happenings go about in this 
station, whether that's a fistfight, public breakups, 
or unwanted solicitors. 

Festival Hall concerts Too much crime here 
Festival Hall, great live music venue. Tour de Bowness cycle race 
Festivals Treaty 7 Dyke & Trans March  
Festivals Unity Park hosts the best Stampede breakfasts in 

the city. It's an opportunity for the street's diverse 
communities to come together and enjoy the 
Stampede spirit. 

Festivals and shows Weekly Barre class 
Film Fest Wild Run 
Folk Fest Women's March  

protests 
memorials 

Folk Fest Wordfest 
Folk Fest Wordfest 
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Folk Fest Wordfest 
Folk Fest Wordfest 
Folk Fest Wordfest 
Folk fest! Wordfest 
Folk festival Yes 
Folk Festival, Beakerhead, Canada Day, Pride! Zero Waste Festival 
Food festival  
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SURVEY 

1. Thinking about going to your favourite festivals and/or events, what are your top priorities for 
choosing to attend them?  

  Weighted 
Score 

Ranked 
1st 

Ranked 
2nd 

Ranked 
3rd 

Ranked 
4th 

Ranked 
5th 

Type of event (e.g. music, 
cultural, food, art, 
performance, etc.) 

4.18 130 36 18 16 14 

Cost 3.02 30 41 41 36 31 
Family events 2.98 10 16 12 7 15 
All ages events 2.97 4 12 9 5 8 
Day/time of the event 2.83 14 41 45 35 31 
18+ events 2.79 9 7 12 5 15 
Location 2.75 12 35 46 50 26 
Accessibility by 
walking/cycling 2.48 3 9 11 10 15 

Parking nearby 2.47 4 20 17 24 26 
Accessibility by transit 2.36 6 8 8 15 21 
Proximity to work or home 2.27 5 3 4 19 13 
Accessibility for people of all 
ages and abilities 2.25 4 3 8 9 16 

 
a. Are there other priorities important to you when choosing to attend a festival or event that we 

have missed? 
• 1. The number of people that would be attending and controls in place for security checks.   

2.  Indoor or outdoor, and summer vs winter. 
• A site wide liquor license is important. I avoid dense crowds if possible. 
• Accessible washrooms and hand washing facilities 
• Alcohol is served 
• Allowing dogs to attend (on leash). The pandemic has seen a surge in pet ownership. 

Dogs are part of the family, they should be able to attend. 
• Am I interested in the content?  Music, theatre, film, Beakerhead, other arts. 
• Approaches that promote inclusion e.g.)  safer spaces policies and practices 
• Average attendance. Prefer smaller less crowded events even pre-pandemic 
• Bathroom access 
• Beer gardens 
• Busy-ness, lineups, atmosphere, uniqueness 
• Calgary should should adopt not street festivals in cultural areas on the east side. 

Prioritizing pedestrian traffic and givin businesses a chance to open pop up in temporary 
structures 
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• Calibre of production and artists 
• charity component 
• Community based and entertaining 
• Content 
• Controls on liquor and drugs example in public park festivals 
• cost 
• Cost, I like fireworks 
• Crowd concentration, if it’s a tight crowd my anxiety can’t take it 
• Cultural diversity - I enjoy festivals that are welcoming to everyone and that don't feel 

exclusive 
• Does it support or feature local vendors (businesses, restaurants etc.), does it tie into a 

local charity 
• Drop all cibud restrictions. No masks or distancing 
• Easy access to alcohol at the event 
• Eco-friendly ie compost, recycling, zero/low waste requirements for vendors (compostable 

plates, no single use plastics), and FREE WATER 
• Engagement level, inclusive for all cultures and beliefs, central portal for event days/nature 
• Entertaining 
• event success has ruined some events... too many people and no parking make me stay 

home 
• Events have sufficient activities/ vendors to support the number of people in attendance. 
• Feeling of normalcy without additional restrictions 
• Festivals that are conscious of their environmental impact 
• Finding out about them in time. 
• Food and alcohol available 
• Food and beverage options. Moving forward ideally cannabis too. 
• Food and food trucks, shade in the summer and places to warm up in the winter 
• Food, alcohol with friends 
• Food, beverages, washrooms 
• Food. Running water/ proper bathrooms 
• Free. Street festivals should be free so ppl can spend money with vendors 
• Fun family packed and foodies 
• Good food 
• Good quality food & drink vendors 
• Handicap accessible. Small and orderly crowds. 
• Having a fun market or food truck fest 
• Having food and beer gardens 
• Headliner/act? 
• Health & safety of guests... number of attendees 
• How crowded it will be. Even before COVID I wouldn’t go to lilac festival because you can 

barely move the street is so packed with people. 
• How long the event is. 
• I like camping, overnight, or weekend long events! 
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• I think you covered it well. 
• I will no longer go to events that involve [omitted] 
• if I'm interested in it 
• If pets are allowed 
• If there will be food and drinks available at the event 
• Impact on the environment/sustainability/low impact to environment 
• Inclusive event, ability to come & go (family needs/anxiety from crowds) 
• Inclusivity 
• Interesting/Unconventional Events 
• Is alcohol or cannabis avaliable/allowed 
• Is cheap beer available? 
• Is food and alcohol available. 
• It has to be something that is of interest. Having a variety of options and ones that are high 

profile - desirable to attend 
• It must be adult only and offer alternative type of content. 
• Just to be able to enjoy the outdoors and cultural or simple outdoor festivals again would 

be nice 
• Level of interest 
• licensed or not (appropriate to event), crowd size, appeal to my interest 
• Live music, alcohol available 
• Low waste, proper recycling available 
• Meets my personal taste. Where I feel safe. 
• Mission and vision of the event, are they equitable, do they hire fairly and pay their 

performers and panelists? 
• Mission behind the event. 
• More year round scheduling of events rather than Summer Focus. 
• Multiple modes of transportation available. 
• Music - Artist Line-up 
• New to the city festival vs same continueing festival 
• No 
• no 
• No 
• No 
• No 
• No masks 
• No masks. 
• No political agendas, no division. Just people wanting to enjoy an event. Free or 

reasonable cost. Visible security for safety given last year's rioting/geopolitics. Close transit 
option. 

• No public funding. If the event can't stand up on its own then it shouldn't be happening. 
• Nope 
• Nope 
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• Normally, I would be interested in participating at a festival that has music, themes, 
costumes, merchants, entertainment, learning a new cultures, etc. that I might be 
interested in. 

• Not always downtown; sometimes just not always 
• Organizer, local agencies, food access 
• Outdoor, and uniqueness of event 
• Over 10Thousand attended every year, free BBQ 
• Pandemic protocols, food/beverage options 
• Performers 
• Pet friendly, washrooms 
• presence of beer gardens 
• programming 
• Quality of the activities and the venue. It is very very subjective 
• Remove face mask requirements. The risk of catching Covid outside is extremely low. 

Please keep up with recent science. They R useless outside 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7680614/ 

• Safe and clean 
• Safety 
• safety 
• Safety and crowd control 
• Safety and crowd sizes 
• Safety information 
• Safety precautions during COVID-19. The kind of attendees an event or festival attracts. 
• Safety. I don’t feel safe in large crowds with my children if there is no clear security 

presence 
• Safety/Secure 
• Safety/security 
• Season, I think summer events are more desirable. Unless indoors, Calgary needs more 

music events/concerts and festivals! 
• security 
• Security 
• Space and sitting areas for families 
• Spacious surroundings and crowd control 
• Specifically, the programming will always determine whether or not I go to an event. 
• Supporting local artists, products, and vendors 
• Supporting local businesses 
• Supporting local organizations 
• Sustainability of event, Inclusivity of event 
• That someone explains a bit about what is going on during a cultural event so that I can 

have a better understanding of what is taking place. 
• That there are NO cap on number of people and masks are NOT required. 
• The cause- where the money goes to 
• The line up of performers 
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• The timing is very important - not too late.  I know weather can't be controlled but it can be 
an issue as well. 

• There should be 2 categories. I like family events, but also like events just for adults. This 
survey makes me choose one. If it’s family, I like food & location, if it’s adult I like music 
and cost. 

• They have to actually be fun 
• Time of year (weather) 
• Type of event for families, accessibility, parking, time of year, activities, crowds. 
• Type of music or festival 
• Type of people in attendance, weather, individuals putting the festival on. 
• Unique. Spotlight locals , supporting small businesses, safe 
• Uniqueness and not always cultural 
• Variety of activities available 
• Variety of cultures, music, dance, theatre art shows 
• Vibrancy, theme, activities 
• vibrant, diverse, interesting. 
• Walkability 
• Waste management and security 
• we like to try new food from different cultures 
• Weather 
• What food is going to be there? What entertainment is there? 
• What is the event celebrating? 
• Whether the event is weather-proofed and/or viable to attend in inclement weather. 
• Whether there is alcohol available to purchase at the event. 
• Who is attending and who is hosting/ organizing 
• Will I see anyone there that I know? 
• would like to support events with good cause 
• Yes, I check if there is alcohol and cannabis allowed. I don’t attend if it’s allowed 
• Yes, I would like that festivals to not end at 6 pm on Sundays, and to be announced better 

and in time 
 

2. Where do you enjoy attending events 

  Count 
Downtown 249 
Dispersed throughout the city 158 
SW 82 
NW 58 
SE 36 
NE 26 
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 In my community, please specify: 

• Aspen woods • At the Genesis Centre 
• Bankview • Bankview 
• Beltline • Bowness 
• Bowness • Bridgeland 
• Bridgeland-Riverside • Canyon Meadows 
• Chaparral • Chaparral 
• Coach Hill • Community Center 
• Copperfield • Cranston 
• Crecent heights, anything within walking 

distance (20 mins) 
• Crestmont 

• Deer Ridge • East Village 
• Edgemont • Elbow Park 
• Elbow Park and surrounding area • Erlton 
• Evergreen • H 
• Hillhurst, Sunnyside, West Hillhurst, 

Parkdale 
• I love Fairview! 

• Inglewood • Kensington 
• Kensington • Killarney 
• Killarney-Glengarry • Lake bonavista 
• Legacy • Livingston NW 
• Love to walk or cycle to events • MacEwan/Sandstone 
• Mahogany • Mahogany. 
• Marda Loop • Mayland Heights 
• McKenzie • Mckenzie Lake SE 
• Midnapore • Mission 
• North Hill • Northern Hills 
• Not having to worry about parking or 

taking transit and being able to walk or 
bike is ideal 

• Oakridge 

• Parkdale Petfest, local community 
events 

• Penbrooke 

• Rosscarrock and surrounding 
communities 

• Roxboro 

• Saddleridge • Sandstone 
• strathcona • Sunnyside 
• Sunnyside • Sunnyside/Hillhurst 
• Thorncliff • Thorncliffe & area 
• Tuxedo • tuxedo park 
• Westwinds • WSCR 
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Other, please explain: 

• [illegible] • anywhere there's easy transit access 
• As long as transit is close, or safe free 

parking nearby 
• At city parks and other venues outside 

• at outdoor parks throughout the city • Better use of Prince’s Island Park. 
Currently uNader used. 

• Bridgeland beltline Kensington 
Inglewood 

• Calgary Folk Music Festival! 

• Depends on the event. I prefer close to 
home, but will travel for the right event. 

• Eau Claire and Kensington 

• FARE FREE TRANSIT • Free events are the best. 
• Grey Eagle Drive In • Have not been to many outside of 

downtown. 
• I don't mind attending events that 

require driving, but there should be 
parking available. 

• If the event is interesting enough to ne, I 
will consider going elsewhere 

• If there is a specific reason to go further 
like Globalfest which needs to be by 
water, we would go 

• If there is ample parking then it’s 
attended. I don’t care for public transit at 
all. 

• In parks. • International Avenue 
• Like events that are more spread out so 

that everyone isn’t having to converge 
at the same place 

• Love the Greek festival in the SW 

• Mission District, East Village • Music festival in the country. Rock & roll. 
• My community has a private lake, we 

don't like outsiders joining us, because 
we throw the best party 

• NE at Genesis Centre 

• Nice to have events outside of the 
downtown core 

• Outdoor stadium/amphitheatre 

• Outside Calgary • Parks 
• Remote communities are fun too! • Should also ask where we do NOT enjoy 

attending events, eg McMahon (seriously 
needs updating) 

• Somewhere central. Most central 
places have parking and access to lots 
of different buildings etc. 

• Stampede 

• Stampede and East Village I would 
include in Downtown, not SE. 

• Stampede,Spruce Meadows Christmas 
event,Calgary Zoolights,city 
parks,AugFireworks, Bow river skating 

• Surrounding towns; Okotoks, 
Cochrane, Canmore 

• Under 40 minute drive 

• Unique venues • Variety 
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3. Thinking about festivals and events you have attended, what made it a good experience?  

• A combination of food, music, dance, theatre, culture 
• a live event 
• A lot of washrooms and security 
• A really creative program. 
• Ability to experience new, different, diverse, inclusive, and risque activities. 
• Ability to go early and avoiding the older adult crowds 
• Accessible washrooms, variety of vendors 
• Activities and finger food 
• Affordable, fun accesible location, easy to get to, lots of variet of food and entertainment, 

something for everyone/all ages. 
• Alcohol 
• Atmosphere 
• Atmosphere, music, vendors, food, activities, outdoors, music 
• Atmosphere, spread, availability of washrooms, ability to get away from kids 
• beer gardens, good freinds, good entertainment 
• Beer gardens. 
• Being closed to people, and seeing thing I had never seen before 
• Being outdoors in summer/early fall. Music is better outside, ie: music events in the BMO 

suck. Harm reduction approach to ppl under the influence. 
• Being outside, food, friends 
• Being outside. Good entertainment. Festivals in parks are great. 
• Being well organized; crowd control 
• Calgary has a good transit system and most events have always had accomodation near 

them. 
• Circle Festival (best ever) and Folk Fest do a great job at offering something for everyone, 

from all ages beer gardens, to food. The Circle Festival has b offerings, retail and different 
stages. 

• Clean bathrooms with running water to wash hands. 
• Cleanliness, location, ban on alcohol and drugs 
• Community 
• Content and how well organized they were 
• Crowd control, good sanitary facilities, eco friendly, variety of food options (allergy friendly), 

safe enough to leave kids with the lawn chairs so I can go to the bathroom 
• Crowd control, logistics 
• cultural experience 
• Cultural, safe, clean 
• Defund the arts 
• different activities, cost 
• Diversity in artistic disciplines and the backgrounds of artists; affordability; safe, welcoming 

audience. 
• Drinking 
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• Ease of access, what the event offered, community 
• ease of entry and departure are important. being able to bring in my own refreshments, but 

also available onsite. re-entry. feeling safe. not too crowded. 
• Ease of entry and exit. Lots of food and drink stations with short lines 
• Ease of information and have it go later than 9pm 
• Ease of parking and getting tickets; well organized; quality and variety of food options 
• Ease of transportation, good value for money, great entertainment, ability to do more than 

one thing at the event 
• Easy access, with good parking nearby, not too much walking and battling crowds 
• Easy location to access, good flow, not too crowded 
• Easy to access, good amenities, enough bathrooms, no excessive line ups, good weather, 

live music, big capacity 
• Easy to navigate, viewing options that enable participating from a distance 
• Either a targeted event with a smaller crowd or an event with dispersed locations and 

attractions to allow for movement and space between crowded spots 
• energy of the people around, offerings 
• Enjoyment and happiness 
• Enough room for people to have space (even before COVID) and sit. 
• Entertainment (ie good music), good crowds and good weather!! 
• Events that engage older kids - beakerhead, light festival on Stephen Ave. Events that are 

too crowded can take away from the experience. Having food and drink as part of the 
event 

• Events unique to Calgary - Lilac Festival, Events timed to be on different days than cities 
nearby: Dashmesh and Pride Parades to get other city's travelling participants involved 

• Excellent programming! 
• Excellent use of space. 
• Excitement 
• Family friendly, festive 
• Family-friendly, interactive, easy to get to, food and music options 
• FARE FREE TRANSIT 
• Featured Artists 
• Feeling welcome by staff/volunteers 
• Fireworks, good food, safety 
• First that comes to mind is the centennial of the Stampede with fireworks everywhere. That 

was inclusive of the whole city and brought everyone together. 
• Flow, space, cost 
• Food 
• Food entertainment 
• Food options, music, able to find parking easily 
• Food trucks and being spacious 
• Food, cost, music ease of finding somewhere to park 
• food, entertainment 
• Food, music, entertainment 
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• Food, music, family experience, accessibility 
• Food, music, merchants, dancing, interactivity... 
• Free admission, walking/exploring experiences, date activity with friends 
• Free, fun, good music, good crowd control, places to sit and enjoy 
• Free, good performances and variety of local vendors 
• Friendliness of people working the event 
• Friendly atmosphere, discreet security, open liquor while walking around, activities for 

children, no time restrictions, camping 
• Friends / Family to go with, Live Music, Good Food. 
• Friends, ease of access (no lines to get in or for F&B inside 
• fun 
• Fun things to entertain the kids. Bathrooms available. 
• fun, colourful, vibrant, lots of things to do, lots of activities to do 
• Get there by bike with friends, have a pint and people watch 
• Good access or parking or cycling.  Food on site, good signage and flow.  Interesting 

entertainment. 
• Good content, no kids, cost, alcohol 
• Good crowd, not too busy.  No long lineups for food, drink, washrooms 
• Good entertainment, available amenities (concession, bathrooms) 
• Good flow of public and organization, tenting, good live music, good food vendors and food 

trucks, draft/craft beer, artist booths and clothing and jewelry vendors 
• Good food, not too expensive, and free aspects mixed in. 
• Good food, walk able 
• Good layout so the feel is less crowded. Easy to get to (parking). Not always about a 

message. 
• Good music 
• Good music and good food 
• Good music and social space. Folk fest is great but the limitations of the beer garden is 

really inconvenient 
• Good music, diversity of events and being outdoors. 
• Good music, family all ages, [omitted] 
• Good music, friends, good weather, good food, everybody welcome 
• Good music, good entertainment, good drinks and food. Stampede, chasing summer and 

the lilac festival are great! 
• Good people and atmosphere. Food accessibility and cost of it. 
• Good people, good purpose for the event, location was easy to get to and find 
• Good site layout, easily accessible without a car, water fountain available, food options, 

affordability 
• Good weather, accessibility, food 
• Good weather, beer gardens, seating/tables, music 
• good weather, convenient amenities and vendors 
• Good weather, variety of food. 
• Great music, not too crowded. A place to sit down. 
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• Great music, room to move about, natural setting, variety of food, low cost 
• Having many food choices at the event 
• How well it was organized 
• Human interaction, entertainment, seeing and experiencing something live and in person. 
• I like a feeling of exploration and discovery; Beakerhead and Hot Chocolate Fest are 

longstanding favourites because there's so much to experience/explore 
• I like when they are in "nature" areas, with trees etc. Not just a parking lot. 
• I really liked the events in my own community, especially Movie in the Park, because I 

could see my neighbours and meet new people from elsewhere. 
• I understood what was available to do; line management was efficient; it was easy to get to 
• If it wasn't too crowded and lines weren't too long. 
• Inclusiveness, free events with the chance to donate 
• Interesting things to see and do.  Happy people. Good crowds but not packed! 
• It has been a good experience in the past because of the variaty of the events from many 

differents countries, I enjoyed the music, the food, sharing with people the experience. 
• it was affordable 
• It’s a family event where everybody can enjoy daytime and free food is being served lots of 

fun for kids 
• July 1  , lip sync , drive through stampede breakfast , drive in music or movies 
• Kids had fun free activities 
• Latin festivals 
• Layout, helpfull volunteers 
• Less crowded 
• Liquor licensing, lots to see and do (vendors, food trucks, etc.) 
• Live music 
• Live music, community, volunteering opportunities 
• Live music, drinking, outdoors 
• Live music, local vendors and great food coming together to create a feeling of community 

and festivity. 
• Live music. Atmosphere. Crowded (i like that). New food. Gifts. Souvenirs. Memories. 

Clothes. 
• Lively, not too crowded 
• Location (venue) and various art forms occurring simultaneously. 
• Location, close to bus or train station and great food. 
• Logistics, crowd control 
• LOTS AND LOTS OF PEOPLE and no one had [omitted] masks on. 
• lots of information about the event was provided in advance. Ease of access and safe 

environment. 
• Lots of people and streets closed to cars and open for pedestrians 
• Lots of people, great music, different things to do, different events to attend. 
• Lots of people, music, food, performers, booths with arts, many different things to do... 
• Lots of people, things to do, food and drink available 
• Lots of space, ease of parking/access, laid out well 
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• Lots of space, local vendors and food trucks, quality things to entertain kids (that work and 
aren’t broken) 

• Lots of things to see and do and activities that appeal to all ages 
• Lots of variety. Organized. Clean accessible washrooms, garbage cans. 
• Lower cost is always great to ensure it’s open for many to enjoy. Not everyone can afford 

to attend events with the family with high admission costs 
• Meeting new people from all parts of the city and beyond 
• Mix of vendors, music, food! 
• Mood/vibe of crowd, quality of performance, atmosphere created by the location 
• multi days with many attendence/ticket options 
• Music 
• Music / Weather / food and drink 
• Music and activities 
• Music and entertainment 
• Music food bathrooms  organization and open spaced areas 
• Music for family, good weather, food , friendly crowd , free parking 
• Music, 18+, lots of attendees! 
• music, activities for my family to enjoy 
• Music, food and reasonable price 
• Music, food, seating. Events that are multiple days so you have a better chance of 

attending. 
• Music, interaction, food and a feeling of togetherness. 
• Music, venue 
• Nice weather, atmosphere, quality of arts and music presented 
• No masks or distancing 
• No masks. 
• No vehicles, no cops. 
• Not being over crowded, affordable 
• Not being too crowded 
• Not huge crowds or lineups 
• Not just a bunch of booths with products to sell - actual ability to interact with something 

like art installations or music/performing arts 
• Not over crowded, bathrooms available, mix of entertainment & shopping, educational 

component 
• Not overcrowded, easy access and egress, good weather, well organised, secure, value 
• Not overcrowded, space to move; people having a good time but not out of control 
• Not to crowded 
• Not too busy. Engaging. Easy access to clean bathrooms. Minimal lines for everything. 
• Not too crowded and great food choices. 
• Not too many people, especially now with COVID big festivals would be frustrating. I prefer 

actual events rather than things like art walks. 
• Omatsuri, taste of calgary 
• On a main street closed to pedestrians only. Food options. 
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• Open space (not crowded), lots of bathrooms, minimal security, open-liquor license 
• Operated by and for the people. Not government run. 
• Organised, clear attendance instructions beforehand (doors open time, entrance clearly 

defined etc) 
• Organization 
• Organization, atmosphere, food/drink, features performances 
• Organization, engaging programming, 
• Organization. Schedule of events, food, live entertainment 
• Organized crowd flow, plenty of places for people to spread out 
• Organized, clean, variety of foods and activities 
• Outside, safe, was relevant to a variety of interests / multi dimensional event 
• Parking / event type/ not too crowded 
• Parking available, washroom availability, entertainment, ample food chocies 
• passionate and dedicated volunteers and managers running the event. 
• People 
• People!! 
• Performances, food/beverage, space (not too crowded), cleanliness (garbage picked up, 

bathroom facilities), safety protocols 
• Performers, food availability 
• Plenty of parking, good food, lots of space, good location for the event. 
• positive message, accessible to all. 
• Price, facility, food and beverages available. 
• Programming - The People and inclusivity 
• Programming mostly.  Then venues. 
• Proper planning to limit over crowding, ensuring everyone can participate and get what 

they would like out of the event. Logistics (parking, booth/product set up). 
• Proper planning, scheduling, and site logistics. Programming - bands I like. Open liquor 

licensing for site wide consumption. 
• Proper signage so there is no confusion of where to go, safety measures in place, enough 

washrooms, food vendors 
• Quality of music/performances, safety, food availability, appealing to diverse populations - 

cultural background, age, socioeconomic background 
• Quality of performers, ease of access 
• Regulated numbers of people attending 
• Relaxed atmosphere 
• Safe, fun, easy to get to and from 
• Safe, fun, energized 
• Safety, convenient/safe parking, the atmosphere, the fun, the relaxation, having things to 

see/do/learn/experience, people interaction, the warmth/feeling/buzz of the event. 
• Safety, crowd control, washroom access, line up reduction, 
• Safety, Entertaining, Accessible, Cost Effective, Good Weather, Good Service 
• Safety, good communications, great neighborhoods to run through 
• security, lots of space to move about 
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• Seeing a variety of vendors, as well as variety of performances. Cost is also a huge impact 
on my experience. I loved events that were outdoors, lots of music and dancing and food 
and shopping. 

• Sense of community, music, beer garden (needs to be expanded to entire festival) 
• Separate areas for partiers and families. A variety of food trucks. Not too costly. Music. 

Separate kids area for activities. Merchant vendors. 
• Short lines, access to food and drink, great music 
• Size and flow to avoid crowding. 
• Size, ability to move around easily, quality of entertainment 
• Smaller crowds, smaller events 
• smaller events that are not spread out too far. its annoying to have gaps in between areas 

of an event. (Fringe Festival). Its nice to have a hub for festivals/events. 
• Smaller, shorter timed events, variety offered. 
• Something for kids to do, cost, interest for adults (Stampede, Lilac Festival) 
• Space. Don’t want to be crammed shoulder to shoulder with people 
• spaced out (not too crowded), well maintained facilities (toilets), affordability (i could bring 

my own food & drinks) 
• Speaking to people in traditional wear and learning about their history, the food and the 

music. I also enjoyed dancing and looking at craft or items for sale. 
• Specific type of event; reasonable cost; access to good food and good music 
• Spread out activities/things to explore. Lilac festival & stampede are too cramped, recent 

Beakerhead festivals have been great. 
• Stampede 
• Sufficient washrooms, quiet places to sit without leaving festival 
• Taking in the attractions, the comfort of the venue, the amenities nearby. 
• The amount of activities to do. If it's a night market, how many vendors. If it's Lilac festival, 

how many booths. 
• The atmosphere and the entertainment. Good variety of food and drinks. Felt safe. 
• The atmosphere of the event and the types of people attending 
• The atmosphere of the event itself and the concentration of activates together. 
• the beauty of the scenary, such as lanterns on the water or fireworks 
• The booths and list of room to spread out 
• The calibre of the artists, the professionalism of the promoters, the community feeling 
• The entertainment,  vendors and food 
• The environment, live music and food trucks! 
• The fact it was 18+ to be honest. 
• The food and beverage options, indoor/outdoor ability to move between them. 
• The food, people, and the culture. 
• the more people the better, the ones that create their own vibrancy are best 
• the music 
• The music, beer tents and fun games. 
• The options, the organization 
• The people 
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• The people and connecting with unmasked faces! 
• The people, atmosphere, music, food, local vendors 
• The people, good vibes, vendors, good, music 
• The people, music and creativity makes these events amazing 
• The people. 
• The performer and music 
• The quality and personal interest of the festival programming. The like minded community 

who attend. 
• The quality of the shows, music, art performance. The short lines to access beverages and 

washrooms. The accessibility either by transit or taxi. 
• The quality of the shows, speeches, whatever. Very subjective 
• The variety of things to do/see/experience, the people, feeling of safety in large crowds 
• The volunteers were having a good time, entertainment was varied, there are options to 

eat and share time with friends. I've always appreciated a certain amount of organization 
done, to be relaxed. 

• the weather :) Type of entertainment, theme, cleanliness, location. 
• The weather, music, not overcrowded 
• the weather, people, food, easy accest via Calgary Transit 
• Transit aware and prepared for the amount of pplcoming from one location to the next. 
• Type of festival. Number of different things I could do. Interesting panels. 
• Unique, Free or Low Cost, Not Crowded 
• usually they are the small ones, so for example, Inglewood Festival in August.  It is free!  it 

is spaced out, there is room to walk and interact with vendors and entertainment options. 
• Value added elements (ie. Run & Walk providing breakfast or entertainment) 
• Value, followed through on promises entertainment, variety 
• Variety and quality of participants 
• Variety of activities 
• variety of activities. multiple food/drink options 
• Variety of attractions/events, such as live music, food trucks, etc. Involvement by local 

restaurants (patios!) 
• Variety of experiences offered 
• Variety of programming, places to eat, sit and washroom rooms, lines that have minimal 

waiting 
• Variety of programming. Opportunities to sit and observe. Good atmosphere. 
• Variety of times, highlights, family friendly 
• Variety of vendors, good food, spending time with family and friends. Also some free 

activities/ entertainment is good too. 
• Variety, atmosphere, lineups, location 
• Vibrancy, food, colour, welcoming vibe, music 
• Walkabout to and from the event, as well as at the event venue 
• Water trucks providing free bottle refills, especially in summer. Knowledge that event 

hosts/security/volunteers have bystander training. 
• Weather, food options, organized 
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• Weather, the natural (green) areas within the park, Stage shows, local vendors. 
• Welcoming staff, good signage, ease/flow of foot traffic, location, content 
• Well coordinated, lack of line ups 
• Well curated selection of local and internal art and artists, patron-considerate experience 

(safety, accessibility), not overly corporate sponsored (like Chinook Blast), not too 
crowded, 

• well managed crowds, variety of things to do 
• well organized (professional), safe, affordable 
• Well organized / great artist 
• Well organized makes it easy to attend and enjoy. ie secure bike parking, food options, first 

aid available 
• Well organized with enough facilities for the crowd. VIP areas. 
• Well organized, clean, safe 
• Well organized, clean, safe. Attention to detail, high production value. 
• Well organized, clear purpose, variety of activities or vendors 
• Well organized, limits on crowds, published information (ie Canada day events scheduled 

and locations). 
• Well organized, minimal lineups, not too crowded, great music (most events I attend are 

music-based). 
• Well organized, welcoming and planned out by reputable companies and experts who think 

of attendees and community members. This includes parking, ease of attendance and 
detour routes. 

• Well planned info displayed in advance for all. Well planned transportation, 
accommodation, rules, policies. event website would answer 99% of all questions for 
events. 

• When it is an all ages event, being able to have alcohol anywhere within the event area, 
like Circle Festival. - outdoors.  - good music- interesting performances on multiple stages 

• Wide variety of attractions and activities 
 

4. If you don’t attend festivals and events in the city, what are some of the reasons or barriers (other 
than health restrictions during the COVID-19 pandemic) for you not to attend?   

• A lot of events seem to have multiple vendors selling the same things. Most events are in 
the same major parks rather than events in all communities like mine! 

• Accessibility from the 'burbs. 
• Accessibility, including parking and transit access. If an event is only offered on one day, it 

is often more difficult to attend. 
• Accessibility. 
• Advertising - not knowing about some events 
• Age restrictions m. 
• Avoid larger crowds & numbers. 
• Bad music, too crowded, too many rules, too expensive 
• Bad weather, cost 
• Biggest issue for me these days is no LRT from my neighbourhood into downtown. 
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• Closes too early to get there (Chinook Blast should have had art exibits on all night). 
• Cost 
• Cost 
• Cost 
• Cost 
• Cost 
• Cost 
• Cost 
• Cost 
• cost 
• Cost and lack of activities 
• Cost and timing with other events 
• Cost can be a barrier and awareness of the options. 
• Cost for families with many members because per person admission adds up for larger 

families 
• Cost of attendance. Calgary doesn't have an automobile race track anymore since 

[omitted] took it upon themselves to close Race City. Bring back a drag strip 
• Cost of festivals and time of festivals 
• Cost or parking 
• Cost, anything that costs more than $5-$10 turns into a no go 
• Cost, complicated transportation/parking, performer isn't my taste 
• Cost, Is it supporting a charity, Who is putting on the event 
• Cost, kids 
• cost, location 
• Cost, location, crowd size. 
• cost, most events r for kids 
• Cost, no parking 
• Cost, street festivals should be free (exceptions like FolkFestival, etc that draw talent from 

everywhere) 
• cost, time 
• Cost, timing. 
• Cost, we can't go to Sunday events due to our faith beliefs 
• cost, weather, lack of appropriate amenities, lack of awareness (missed marketing) 
• Cost,Crowds 
• Cost; time and day of event as many conflict with previous commitments 
• Costs and lack of accessibility 
• Crowd is expected to be too cumbersome (not talking about Covid, thinking specifically of 

Lilacfest, I hadn't been in years because crowds were way too huge and not managed) 
• Crowding 
• Crowding, parking, cost of extras like food 
• Crowds are too much of a crush at most of the street festivals in recent years so I no 

longer attend 
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• Crowds wreck my husbands ptsd, and my social anxiety.  Also we are low income so we 
often can’t afford them 

• Crowds, price 
• Crowds.  Sometimes it is not worth it if there is no parking or too many people to enjoy. 
• day and time. Most events end too early in my opinion. 
• Difficulty getting to event- transit running on a Sunday schedule during stat holidays is a 

large reason for me not attending inner city events 
• Distance, cost 
• Distance, date/time 
• Doesn't fit my schedule, cost, unable to go via transit 
• don't want to 
• Downtown, I live in South Calgary 
• Events in Calgary are very sterile and watered down. Even the Sex Show had to have the 

"naughty but nice" tagline. Compare this to Burning Man, Freezer Burn, Folsom, 
Vancouver/Toronto Pride, etc. 

• family friendly, against animal cruelty, cost 
• Far, and no access to transport or parking 
• FARE FREE TRANSIT 
• Festivals that just involve walking around and seeing public art installations are the worst 

and seem like a waste of resources. 
• Food too expensive 
• Frustrating logistics 
• Hate when they are down town. Would prefer a field to park in then walk to music areas. 
• Having to drive to them. 
• heavy crowds, lack of shade, lack of seating 
• High cost 
• high cost for some festivals like Folk Fest or music concerts 
• High cost or day of event 
• I attend every single chance I can :) 
• I do attend festivals and events in the City, but am sometimes turned off because it is hard 

to find parking. 
• I do not know that they are happening 
• I don't attend if I cannot bring my dog. 
• I don't attend the lilac festival because there are too many people in too small of a space. 
• I go to lots.  One of the best things in the city. 
• I love country music but refuse to go to Country Thunder because of how horribly it is 

planned and executed. Also the fact that they are allowed to ruin the community and parks 
is upsetting. 

• I tend not to go to festivals/events with a cost bc i am on a budget. I attend things that have 
a social context (pride, cultural celebrations, protests). I rely on transit so it must be 
accessible. 

• I won't go if too crowded. 
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• If I don't attend its usually because it will be too busy and attendance is from a younger 
demographic. 

• If I gave to drive and park, I'm likely not going 
• If it’s in an unsafe area or if it’s too expensive (for example, food truck festivals cost to get 

in AND the food is expensive, that’s not enjoyable) 
• If it’s only accessible by public transit. I prefer to drive. 
• if parking is a battle and riding a bike isn't an option, I won't attend 
• if the venue does not have enough parking spaces, I cannot go or attend 
• If there is alcohol an drugs on site then I don’t attend 
• Inclusivity, costs. 
• Lack of parking is a main issue unless near a train station. 
• Living on a fixed income at the moment, makes it tough. Otherwise it's about 

parking/transit access, weather, or the type of entertainment available. 
• Location 
• Location, busy schedule, price. 
• location, cost, don't like performers, unruly crowds 
• money 
• No easy access. Too expensive. Nothing of interest. 
• No interest in having to drive/travel longer distances in order to attend 
• No interest or difficulty accessing (folk fest, princes island park, chinatown- dragon boat 

races or Chinese NY) 
• Not accessible without a car 
• Not attending anything that requires masks or distancing [omitted]  
• Not aware of the event. No one to go with. Location and cost. 
• Not aware, sometimes they're not well advertised 
• Not disabled friendly. Too busy. Too expensive. Too loud. 
• Not enough advertising, I've missed out on events because I never heard anything about 

them until after. 
• Not enough parking i.e. Global Fest and not good Transit access. 
• Not familiar with community it is in and transit options. 
• Not in my area of interest 
• Not interested in many. Very subjective 
• Not knowing about them. 
• Not me myself, but conservative activity has forced countless youth citizens to miss 

chasing summer multiple times 
• Not my case, I attend all festivals 
• Not organized well and cost 
• Only the restrictions 
• Over crowding and not enough washrooms. Lack of security 
• Parking 
• Parking and Alcohol 
• Parking and crowds 
• Parking is chaotic and too far from event 
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• Pay for parking, poor transit service, high cost 
• poor transit access, poor vehicle access, cost of attending 
• Poorly managed space 
• Price of tickets 
• Price, lack of childcare, parking, weather, too crowded 
• price, weather, restrictions such as no alcohol 
• programming -cost and the same old same old -- seems we are not innovating for the new 

events and just promote the same ones all the time 
• Safe location to park vehicle, hearing about it last minute, weeknight vs weekend events, 

consideration of value, time there, cost, location, type of event, event's appeal/quality, 
event timing. 

• security and crowds 
• Sometimes it’s just too busy. Too much of a crowd, which makes walking around no fun 
• Start times.  No activities for the kids.  Hard to get to. 
• The events are uninteresting, they’re not on long enough 
• The free street festivals are way too crowded 
• The poor quality of locations (ie. chasing summer in a parking lot) events were not 

designed for these locations.  other barrier is hearing past experiences of bad planning at 
these events. 

• Thinking crowds and parking will be a gong show 
• Time 
• Time, money, planning my weekend around walking our puppy. 
• Timing 
• Timing doesn't work for me, bad weather 
• Timing not matching family restrictions for naps, bedtimes etc for small children 
• Too big or busy, too expensive, too far away, venue not great 
• Too busy 
• too busy 
• too busy 
• Too busy, hard to get to 
• Too busy, time of day doesn’t work for my young son, cost, distance from home 
• Too busy. Insufficient parking.  Too much walking to get in.  Too crowded. 
• Too crowded 
• Too crowded 
• Too crowded 
• Too crowded or too expensive 
• Too crowded, expensive for small return in value 
• Too crowded, lack of bathrooms 
• too crowded, long lines (Lilac Festival) 
• Too crowded. Location and lack of parking. Cost. 
• Too Expensive, On Days That I Have To Work, Not Interesting 
• Too expensive, too hard to get to. 
• Too expensive. 
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• Too expensive. Too crowded or booze/drugs. 
• Too far to travel as I live in Arbour lake, am 80 years of age, do not    drive and use 

Calgary transit 
• Too late 
• Too many people at some. Even before the pandemic there would be too many people. 

Possibly restricting numbers might get more people to attend 
• Too packed with people. Not enough space for amount of attendees 
• type of event, and the event isn't in my interest 
• unappealing venue, e.g. parking lot, empty gravel lot 
• Uninterested in content - i.e. The Stampede 
• Weather 
• What activities or vendors are present (or are lacking). Cost may not be worth it. 
• When events are expensive to get into I then don’t have money to spend at the event. 
• When I don't, it is due to cost, or location (don't like some venues) 
• When it is (all festivals seem to be on same day sometimes), expensive, or didn't hear 

about it, hard to get to 
• When they are not permitted 
• Work 
• Working, costs, crowds 

 
5. Considering the impact the COVID-19 pandemic had on festivals and events, what innovations or 

ways have allowed you to attend festivals and events in the last year? What innovations would you 
like to see continue?   

• A recognition that outdoor spread is unlikely. Expanded footprint of festivals would allow for 
more space. 

• Ability to see performances virtually, and purchase vendor items virtually. 
• Able to smoke pot 
• Absolutely loved loved loved this year's block party/ Glow Fest. Like BUMP urban murals 

or art displays, park scavenger hunts DIY, liked hearing music at Peace Bridge. Encourage 
more street performers, dancers, artists to perform in public spaces. 

• Adaptive roadways make more space for pedestrians to actively travel. More events 
should incorporate adaptive roadways and closures to car traffic for temporary periods 

• adhering to AHS guidelines 
• Allow small gathering , need to be able to do small scale events for small businesses. 
• Allowing Cannabis consumption 
• allowing less people into event 
• Arts Commons pop up music performances were fantastic - call [omitted] Springboard 

Dance's pop up ContainR programming was fantastic - call [omitted] Lougheed House's 
outdoor programming was fantastic - Call [omitted]  

• Assigned seatings or personal space 
• Attendance restrictions. Reduced cost,  to be more inclusive of everyone. 
• attended online events last year. 
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• becuase they are all online now! there have been no festivals becuase of Covid. i think if 
festivals want to continue an online portion thats fine, but should not be affected by teh 
citys decsion. 

• Being able to engage online 
• Being able to pre-book a time has been great! It's guaranteed entrance and spacing of the 

crowds. I also like when some events run for longer periods of time allowing for more 
availability to attend. 

• Booking time slots 
• Capacity limitations and physical distancing should continue 
• Chinook Blast was fun because it was all open, free, and a walkthrough experience. More 

things like that would help. 
• Chinook Blast was well spread out and outside. No food vendors meant no lineups or 

crowding, so while it was missed it added to the safety of the event 
• Chinook Blast. This was a great event that was outdoors and fun for all ages. 
• Cleaning and safety protocols 
• Clubs have installed and implemented barriers and processes to isolate and protect staff 

and patrons from having close contact and exposure to transmissible hazards 
• Continue with online options but go back to having in-person events - like we used to once 

we have heard immunity. 
• Crowd control!! The Lilac festival was crazy wall to wall people!! Dogs licking my leg and 

the owner was 2 people behind me!! Ugh 
• Crowd control, added sanitation. 
• Did not attend any festivals/events from March 2020-now 
• Didn’t do any because streaming after being online all day doesn’t work for me 
• Didn't attend 
• digital programming 
• Digital viewing, event being streamed to another less densely populated area. 
• Distance circles on grass in park, drive-in dance show, live stream experiences. I can't wait 

to be able to gather again in person. 
• Distance, masking. Cleaning stations. 
• Drive in concert, online feeds for attending. Designated area for family or single with 2 

cohorts for innovations. Would love to see second line type parade for musicians to play 
• drive in concerts 
• Drive in festivals 
• Drive in movies at Telus Spark were excellent. Please bring them back. Drive through food 

truck events were hit or miss. Big lineups made it annoying sometimes to be stuck. 
• Drive in theatres 
• Drive ins have seemed to work the best I feel. 
• Drive thru events, virtual 
• Drive/walk/bike through events 
• Drive-in events 
• Drive-in/bike-in movies, more outdoor components 
• Enhanced cleanliness would benefit everyone long term but the onus should be on the 

individual (ie. Washing hands). 
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• Events being over more days 
• FARE FREE TRANSIT 
• Focus on outdoor/socially distanced events that activated several areas of the city 

(Chinook Blast). 
• For film festivals, it has been good to see them shift online. I don't particularly enjoy music 

performances over zoom, but if I REALLY like the artist, then I'll go 
• From home online free concerts by donations 
• Hand sanitizers, ample space 
• Hand washing stations. Water hydration stations 
• Handsanitizer on site. Outdoor events are safe, masks not needed. [omitted]. We need 

quality events that have value/interest for families, adults, seniors, etc. to enjoy, have fun - 
safely. It starts in our communities. 

• Hasn't happened here, but in other places they have divided 'sections' with the low barrier 
fences to keep groups seperate 

• Have been on some virtual - but need to get back to LIVE! I could see more hybrid events 
continuing. I like the lessened capacities so it doesn't feel crammed. Timed entry could 
continue. 

• Have not attended any during pandemic 
• have not attended any events 
• have not attended any festivals or events in last year 
• Have not attended any festivals. I prefer live events, not so much online streaming. I'll wait 

until restrictions are lifted and the majority of people have received their full immunization. 
• Have not been to any during Covid 
• have not gone to any 
• Have only attended online EXCEPT Chinook Blast which was great because it was 

outside, spread out, and had lots of signage and volunteers to encourage masks and 
distancing. 

• Have only been able to go to Hotels Live (Cirque) at Delta South. It was fun, attendees had 
their own room w/ balcony looking @ stage. But too expensive & would like to interact 
more. Having social distance tables for groups would be good - dancing is key :) 

• Haven’t attended any 
• Haven’t attended any 
• Haven’t attended events 
• Haven't attended any 
• Haven't attended any events. Online shows have been okay. I would like to see things start 

to open up and rapid testing be a thing, just while we have to. 
• Haven't attended anything because it's all cancelled. 
• Health Tech initiatives 
• Host them outdoors in wide open spaces so distancing would be possible. 
• Hotels that offer in house events with safety protocols in place, outdoor events, drive thru 

events 
• Hybrid events, or getting something in the lead up to events to build excitement 
• I absolutely LOVE the hotels live format! Able to enjoy an event/festival yet stay socially 

distant. I hope this format is used moving forward even post pandemic. 
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• I access events happening in other communities and broadcasting online without problem. 
However, I had a bad experience with a local wordfesr presentation, where being a paid 
admission I couldn't access the chanel for technical difficulties, neither I got a reply from 
organizers after the event. 

• I attended a drive thru food truck event & drive in theatre. I think parking lots could be used 
more, EG. a socially distanced event in a parking lot with a DJ where people from the 
same household are assigned a parking spot that they can dance in (and have to stay in 
that spot) 

• I attended all of the digital concerts hosted by Calgary Folk Music Festival as well as their 
Rise Up concert. These organizations need revenue to operate and I do not think these 
events yield them enough money to be sustainable. 

• I attended the Glow "festival" which was a little underwhelming. I didn't notice any 
innovation specifically. It was all outdoors so low risk overall. For more outdoor festivals to 
safely come back we should have: staff sanitizing washrooms regularly, vaccinated people 
only. 

• I attended the New Earth Expo and everyone was complying to health measures. I felt 
comfortable. 

• I did not attend any festivals or events last year at all. I didn't feel safe and most were 
cancelled. 

• I didn’t think anything went on last year!  Didn’t attend any events. It was a horrible 
summer because all the fun things we like to do were taken away. 

• I didn't attend many events held this year as they were mainly online. Perhaps opening up 
socially distanced outside events with a mask mandatory would help bring the community 
together more 

• I didn't attend to any festival o event last year, they were suspended or canceled and I 
don't like virtual events! It just not the same. 

• I don’t. 
• I feel like this year the cummunities  put a lot of effort into outdoor things like skatings 

areas to promote outdoor gatherings! Let’s keep promoting lots of outdoor gatherings even 
in winter. 

• I have appreciated the digital access to CUFF, as I have issues sitting for long periods of 
time. I've enjoyed CFMF online shows as well, and have appreciated the "behind the 
scenes" when possible. 

• I have been able to view live and recorded performances online such as those offered by 
Side Door and Calgary Folk Music Festival. 

• I have not assisted any festivals after covid 
• I have not attended any events in the last year. Virtual events are not relevant as they are 

just like watching T.V with no socialization. 
• I have not attended any festivals in the last year. I believe there is a place and time for 

hybrid/virtual events after this pandemic however given the overload of these in the past 
year I would prefer normal in-person events perhaps with some minor tech activations 

• I have not attended any festivals or events in the last year, due to the pandemic. 
• I have not attended events/festivals in the last year. 
• I have not attended festivals or events since the pandemic and likely would not do so, 

unless it was safe without restrictions. 
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• I have not been able to attend an event since the beginning of Covid-19 due to restrictions 
in place 

• I have not been to any events 
• I have not during the pandemic 
• I haven’t attended any festivals in the last year. 
• I haven’t attended any live events or any online versions 
• I haven’t attended anything in person. I’m not comfortable with public gatherings. 
• I haven’t tuned in to much online. Too depressing. 
• I haven’t, you [omitted] shut down everything and attending anything on a screen is utter 

peak stupidity. 
• I haven't - I don't think there really has been any.  I'm super tired of the "virtual world". 
• i haven't attended an event due to covide-19 pandemic 
• I havent attended any 
• I haven't attended any 
• I haven't attended any but Drive-In concerts are safer than what people are doing on 17th 

Avenue or in restaurants in general, having a 50 car maximum is stupid 
• I haven't attended any in the past year; but crowd control so that there aren't just hoards of 

people crammed in spaces together will remain important 
• I haven't attended any. Vaccines would be good ;) 
• I haven't really, only wen tot the chinook blast in the winter as it was outdoors, spread out 

and not too crowded and people wore masks event outside. I like when things are not just 
one day so you can fit it in your schedule. 

• I hope performance festivals will always offer a live streamed version for folks who wish to 
access events from home. I think for the foreseeable future mandatory masking should be 
continued and access to more handwashing/sanitizing than ever before would be ideal. 

• I just want it back the way it was in 2019 
• I like the public art initiatives. Smaller DIY tour events, 
• I think hand sanitizer should be provided everywhere, and masking up if you’re feeling 

illness symptoms regardless of the kind. 
• I think masks should be mandatory due to crowds and enforced. Designed to allow social 

distancing. Adequate affordable parking to limit need for crowded transit use. 
• I think outdoor events where everyone has a time slot would work perfect. Places like the 

zoo, heritage park are making this model work so why not for festivals and events. Lots of 
opportunities to wash hands and masking if necessary. 

• I walked through the Chinook Blast displays through the city in February. Displays like that 
during the wintertime would be great to keep, as well as the reserve-able additional firepits 
throughout the city. 

• I want restrictions removed 
• I was able to attend an online festival and was able to chat with other viewers via YouTube 

chat. 
• I wish we could have a way to determine right away if the person has COVID-19 or not. 
• I would like to see drive in shows start happening. A lot of my friends in the states have 

gone and I have heard good things. 
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• I would like to see more events that are spread out over several locations but close enough 
to still walk between venues. More community parks utilized to provide more smaller 
events 

• I would like to see something like Shinook Blast continue but only if it was of better quality, 
with more artworks on display, better music, no obnoxious sponsor signage within 6 ft of 
the art pieces. 

• I would participate, just to be enough space, outdoor or indoor and with masks, hand 
sanitizer etc 

• I’d like to see us get back to pre-Covid operations and capacities on venues. 
• If covid has to be taken into consideration then common areas to have mask requirements. 

Sanitation stations for washing hands or hand sanitizer dispensers 
• I'm not interested in attending events until restrictions are lifted. At least not in any of the 

formats I've seen. 
• In other countries I have seen the use of alerts to the public via a website, optional SMS 

notifications, on when areas are too busy, not busy. Can use crowd sourcing or location 
data. 

• Increased availability of hand washing or sanitizer is great!! I am not a fan of virtual events 
but do like options of staggered start times for races to decrease huge crowds. Having a 
virtual component could be useful. I love live events, the energy, people in once place 
enjoying the same thing. 

• It would be fun to participate in a festival online, that way I can for sure participate. 
• I've attended events from Sled Island, Calgary International Film Fest, Calgary 

Underground Film Fest, WordFest, all online. I went to view to the fireworks on the last day 
of the non-stampede 

• I've attended nothing in person. 
• Just attend an Anti-Mask protest. If you pretend that COVID doesn't exist, then you can do 

whatever you want without regard for others. Fines and restrictions are only in place for 
those who follow the rules. 

• Just limit indoor numbers 
• Less government bureaucracy. Make it simple to have festivals. 
• Limit of people, mandatory masks, social distancing, outdoor events 
• Limited number of people allowed to attend at once. 
• Live digital events, streaming, on-demand viewings, drive-ins, distanced performances. I 

would like to see all continue! 
• live streamed events were great in the beginning, although I am feeling online fatigue and 

am not participating as much. pre-recorded events are ok. I enjoy the increased online 
artistic content and its availability to those who might not otherwise be able to participate. I 
hope for a hybrid model. 

• Live streaming, great production value. 
• Lots of places to sanatize hands 
• Lots of virtual programs/events. 
• Loved the drive-in experiences, some online festivals worked (music, dance, film), Hotels 

Live events were fun, outdoor events like Chinook Blast were good 
• Loved the return of drive in movies, 
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• Mandatory Masks, Social Distancing 
• More flexibility regarding outdoor  sports events using Covid-19 staggered time slots & 

numbers of participants. 
• More free, outdoor events to explore certain areas of the city. Combining tech and art, local 

innovators and paying them. 
• More outdoor, spread out events, e.g. Chinook Blast. Use of mobile technology and smart 

phones. Hosting drive-in and drive-thru events. 
• More safety and wellness checks implemented, vetting artists and performers 
• More space, spread out performances 
• More spread out areas to allow for less crowding 
• Most of the festivals I attend have been cancelled - so no innovations. Moving forward - 

more hand washing/hand sanitizing stations, better crowd control. 
• N/A, in person is best. 
• Need to be able to socially distance 
• No masks anymore, do like the US 
• No masks. 
• None 
• none 
• None 
• None, I haven't attended anything during COVID. 
• None, I haven't seen or participated in any since the pandemic started. 
• None. 
• None. Everything had been canceled. 
• None. Return to normal operations. 
• none... 
• Not attending any as there is no way to maintain health regs when so many others do not 

follow the rules 
• Not being fearful so that I can just enjoy the experience and the connection with people. 
• not sure, what are some of our suggestions 
• nothing would have been sufficient to convince me to attend an event of any sort until 

we're at 70% vaccination.  The online availability of streams of conference talks has been 
useful though. 

• One way traffic 
• Online , drive in , or drive thru 
• Online attendance 
• Online block heater 2021 and online folk fest summer 2020 
• Online concerts and markets 
• Online events like cooking or beer tasting was really cool. 
• Online events, drive in offerings, etc. 
• online experiences.  But, i much prefer in person than via computer. 
• Online markets where process for vendor sign up is user friendly and zero cost 
• Online movie festivals and speakers are great 
• Online- socially distanced 



Eventful City Strategy 
Public Report Back: What We Heard 

April - May 2021 

50/66 

• Online streaming into our home, usually of musical and vocal performances from 
renowned Canadian/American companies 

• Online, but I don’t want this to continue. 
• online, but I'd rather go in person 
• Online/virtual events - attended 2 concerts. 
• Opportunity to connect to artists online 
• Options for online attendance 
• Outdoor drive-in theatre but for bicycle riders 
• Outdoor events 
• Outdoor events, Chinook Blast was a fun and safe way to see art in my community 
• Outdoor events, I don't see the difference between walking in crowded downtown during 

GLOW, and sitting on the hill during country thunder. 
• Outdoor shows have helped. Quality video streams 
• Outdoor spaced through out downtown, more festivals in the winter months to get people 

outside 
• Outdoors.  Online tech. 
• Outside and social distancing.  So that makes it hard on earing. 
• People getting vaccinated so we can attend without masks and social distancing. 
• Physical distancing, mask wearing. I’m not so keen on solutions that rely on vehicles- 

excludes many people who don’t have them or don’t want to use them. 
• Pre booking tickets and windows of visit 
• pre-registering, having a defined time slot where we know we can access the space and it 

won't be overcrowded. 
• "Proof of negative test? 
• Proof of vaccination? 
• There's no way to really prevent the spread of something like Covid. Returning to events 

and festivals is a risk some people are willing to take. I think it might be reasonable to ask 
for some kind of proof upon entry, but nothing will be fool proof." 

• Proper spacing for attendants and cleansers for hands or disinfectant access but 
organizers whom are friendly not rude when enforcing protocol 

• reduced capacity 
• Small events have been outdoors 
• Smaller outdoor activations more often 
• Smaller seated events outdoors 
• Social distancing, sanitizer mask parking 
• Some things work well online. People who feel sick should stay home even when there is 

no pandemic. This time has forced everyone to try things in new creative ways. I hope we 
continue to be open to trying new things. 

• Some virtual options.  Staggering of attendance times. 
• Space to distance 
• Spread Over An Given Area To Avoid Crowding, Have Outdoors, Drive Through Or Drive-

In Options 
• Staggered attendance because it’s nice to be able to enjoy an event or festival without 

massive crowds. Too many people you don’t get to actually enjoy an activity 
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• stations for free masks and hand hygiene. 
• Street fun similar to Chinook Blast 
• The distributed nature of Hot Chocolate Fest helped make it something people could 

participate in without a central gathering. It would have been a greate year for something 
like the fancy art cows or some other call to community action that doesn't need everyone 
in the same place at the same time. 

• The drive-in and other in-vehicle experiences. 
• The hotel balcony shows was amazing - at the Ramada because it was outside - the 

indoor ones weren't good, didn't feel safe.  Safety and crowd control is going to be an even 
bigger issue even after Covid.  $ support for creative outdoor events so they can afford 
original acts not just tribubutes 

• The UK is doing a great job at hosting physically distanced events. I do not believe that 
hybrid or virtual events have any appeal. People are wanting an in-person experience, so 
we MUST find ways to offer this. 

• there has been a move to online content, but it's not really the same. i appreciate that there 
has been efforts to improve parks and bike paths during this time. The bike path expansion 
on memorial drive, and the spaced circles at prince's island park come to mind. 

• they were all cancelled 
• Timed entry for festivals and/or gathering made festivals and events more enjoyable as 

there was less crowding. I think also the innovation of adaptive roadways and closing off 
streets to vehicles is an incredible way to make festivals and events easily accessible. 

• Timed entry, along with coloured wristbands where a certain colour can enter by a certain 
time AND must exit by a certain time. 

• Timed events with limited capacity.  Ample Cleaning stations 
• Use calgary empty Downtown buildings for indoor events during winter. 
• Utilizing larg spaces like Fort Calgary, Mcmahon stadium, also parking lots that allow for 

distancing (if needed), Chinook Blast was well done. 
• vaccine passport, more handwashing stations 
• Very small outdoor events 
• Virtual access is a pretty cool option for people who can’t or prefer not to attend in person. 
• Virtual attendance option 
• Virtual attendance or options 
• Virtual attendance via  Zoom, MS-Teams, You Tube Facebook Live or etc. 
• Virtual concert series 
• Virtual concerts 
• Virtual Event 
• Virtual events. Outdoor events. Drive in events. 
• Virtual festivals. Not the same but kept the energy going 
• Virtual participation. This is an interesting piece to continue as it gives access to people 

outside of the city too and they may feel enticed to come visit 
• Virtual programming to augment or replace live events; creative distancing (eg hotel 

courtyard shows) 
• virtual runs 
• Virtual. But those aren’t scratching the itch. 
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• We liked Chinook blast, it didn't always feel safe though people were allowed to bring large 
dogs, there were people not wearing masks. 

• Wearing masks/making masks mandatory, directing the flow of foot traffic (one ways only / 
arrows on ground), limiting number of people in areas. 

• What festivals and events. There haven’t been any in the last year. Are you guys for real 
• What festivals? There have been almost none. 
• With [omitted] masking rules and [omitted] restrictions, I didn’t waste my time going to any. 
• Would love to seat seating with gaps between them instead of shoulder to shoulder. 
• You haven't really opened anything up, so we have had limited outings.  We have attended 

a couple of outdoor concerts, which has been good. 
• You tube 
• You tube concerts, drive in movies, drive thru mini donuts at stampede, drive thru food 

trucks 
• Zoom events. I do not want this to continue 

 
6. Are there any opportunities to improve your experience of attending festivals and events in Calgary? 

• A better venue to attract good musical talent. 
• Able to smoke pot 
• Access by bike safely from further afield 
• Accessibility initiatives for transit, e-bikes, and car sharing. Subsidized costs for folks who 

can't afford full-price tickets. Improved access to washrooms and to water in public spaces. 
• Advertising 
• allow (reasonable) consumption of drugs and alcohol on site.  This puritanical zero 

tolerance [omitted] is [omitted]. 
• Allow cannabis friendly areas. 
• Allow dogs, allowing all ages,. 
• Allow for more musicians and pop up art festivals 
• Allow liquor sales and consumption throughout, not just in beer garden corrals. 
• Allow music festival at McMahon stadium 
• Allow smaller events at various facilities throughout the city. Utilize other City of Calgary 

parks other than just Princess Island. City parks and Athletic parks could be used for 
events up to 2,500. 

• allowing family friendly times vs 18+ 
• Any return to live events and festivals would be wonderful. 
• Anything is an improvement! Just get us back out there! 
• available transit and/or affordable parking (e.g., not the gouging downtown rates) 
• Being supportive of certain groups (LGBTQ, Indigenous representation, ect), good 

waste/recycling/compost management. 
• Better events, bigger artists (music and such), more creative events (something to set the 

bar higher, or something that hasn't been done before). 
• Better facilities 
• better security and better spacing for crowds 
• Better transit access 
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• Better use of Prince’s Island Park. Currently underused. 
• Bring exciting talent to the city, be it comedians, musicians, etc 
• Calgary always needs more events - look at how popular and overcrowded Lilac Fest is, 

and that's not even fun 
• Cannabis is now legal so it should be allowed at festivals and events, and not just 

relegated to a back corner! 
• City could give cheap lease of land for a drag strip race track 
• City needs to provide better support with facilities and equipment to make it easier for 

festival organizers 
• Clear signage for entry, parking - outside of the event space - even a few blocks away as 

people are approaching the area 
• Cost of parking, more accessible parking, seating 
• Cost. 
• Costs, take out kids. Downtown = adults, suburbs = kids 
• Decentralize? Too many people trying to get to one place makes for a bad time (even 

without COVID). 
• Depending on who is executing the festival along with the quality of security services they 

use tends to explain how good of experience I will have before I even go to the event or 
festival. 

• Described above 
• designated one direction ped traffic lanes. seperated walking lanes that have distancing 

required. also, vaccination requied to certain events that will be well populated. 
• During Covid-19 more monitoring of behaviours. 
• Easily accessible, free to attend 
• Easy access, reasonable cost or free, minimize waste, 
• Efficient transportation pickup locations 
• Enable traveling events.  Where they arrive in different communities on different dates. 
• entry and egress should definitely be considered more fully. 
• Events need to be affordable 
• Events organized through public library get filled filled pretty early . Low capacity events 
• Expanded beer gardens - not locking everyone into one small area. 
• FARE FREE TRANSIT 
• Fully licensed sites for events is a big plus, as opposed to be confined in a beer garden. 
• Go less, watch live from home 
• Has to be fun packed family oriented and great entertainment. 
• Have local vendors only!!! 
• Have more booking times and venue capacity limits for events. 
• Having festivals this summer might attract more participants as people want to get out of 

their homes. 
• Hire more artists 
• Hopefully there will actually be an opportunity this year to go to a show. 
• I always think they are way too busy, you have so many people In this city who want to 

come, yet very small venues or support resulting in huge lines 
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• I am a small business owner recently set up online. I prefer markets/festivals and face to 
face interaction but covid 19 has forced otherwise. Please lower cost for vendors at 
events/festivals. 

• I feel festivals are either for young people who drink and are rowdy or families. And us in-
between (no kids) but not partiers are left out. 

• I prefer ticketed events so there’s no risk of not getting in. 
• I think there are lots of options, but making it easy to attend and figure out how to navigate 

is my top choices. 
• I think there are plenty of opportunities to improve, the idea of prioritizing needs so that our 

festivals and events could work together to make those improvements would help. 
• I would like to have more music festivals, concerts here 
• I would love to not see abusers running these events [omitted]  
• Ideally to go back to “normal” conditions to fully enjoy experiences 
• If in person. Venue must be safe. look what happened in Israel recently. 
• In addition to more water trucks and washrooms, until COVID is more under control: hand 

washing stations or sanitizers everywhere, temp checks upon entry (which means gated 
entry), limited capacity. 

• Incentivize transit by bundling the ticket price with it. Ensure there is PLENTY of secure 
bike parking. 

• Increased transit options to harder to access locations. 
• It might be nice to have smaller events that are by ticket purchase only.  Sometimes I find 

that the crowds in the larger events overwhelming and I stay away.  Smaller might be a 
nice option. 

• just let us have them 
• Just letting me attend them at all 
• Just limit numbers 
• Just looking forward to it happening! 
• Keep costs reasonable due to many financial circumstances people face 
• Later curfew. 
• leaner restrictions on public consumption and activation of unique spaces - like parks and 

parking lots 
• Less arts. Less country , more rock and roll (103.1), outdoor motocross. Speedway. 

Calgary is BORING. 
• Less civic regulation allowing for a more open and inviting atmosphere.  Liquor service 

should not be restricted to "beer gardens" nor specifically enclosed areas. 
• Less crowded...maybe timed visits, mandatory masking 
• Less government regulations and red tape.  The City of Calgary is a hot mess of 

bureaucratic stupidity. 
• Less waste, more outdoors, more in unique places in the city ie: pumphouse theatre 
• Let’s just go full force ahead and get back to life 
• Limit number of people so you can enjoy it. If it’s to crowded your not actually seeing or 

enjoying any of the festivities 
• Limited number of participants 
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• Loved the Bass Buss transportation on year for Wide Cut Country, Use more green 
spaces, allow alcohol in public spaces so families can attend. 

• Lower cost to attend and open areas to spread out bit more from other attendants 
• Make folk fest an open beer garden. The beer garden gets so crowded and kids are 

allowed in anyways, it just makes sense. 
• Make it dog friendly, family friendly 
• Make it inclusive for all ages, disabilities and races. 
• Make the spaces for street festivals larger and less crowded whenever possible. Provide 

more dog-friendly outdoor festivals/events (water bowls, play areas?) 
• Maybe there should be a weight limit for dogs, mask wearing should be enforced. 
• More accessibility, food for those with sensitivities 
• More bathrooms/port-o-potties 
• More events around the city that don't revolve around just stampede. Include more of the 

arts/fashion and especially sports. We lost out on multiple opportunities to create a 
sporting hub. 

• More local beer and cider 
• More local community events, 
• More local talent in local parks 
• More of them 
• More of them!!! Outdoor events are wonderful for the summer. 
• More of them.  The city should prioritize spawning more events through fest-friendly policy. 
• More openness to true LGBTQ+ events, adults-only events, would help develop our culture 

beyond Stampede. 
• more opportunities for all. make them affordable, make them accessible. 
• More physical distancing, innovative ways to deliver live performances outdoors 
• More room for people to social distance. Even after covid I like space. 
• More space 
• More spread out areas to allow for less crowding 
• More street shutdowns. Pedestrian focused street events. 
• More support of Fringe Arts. 
• More unique festivals with original content and themes. We are MORE than The 

Stampede. 
• More washrooms 
• More washrooms, increased waste management, hand washing and sanitization, 

steamlined process to access an event to minimize too many people too close 
together.....and continue hosting live events! 

• Need to sort out the “beer garden” approach to festivals. It doesn’t work. There are 
massive events held across the world with alcohol served. Figure out how they make it 
work and replicate it here. 

• no 
• No 
• No 
• No COVID restrictions 
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• No idea I have not been to any events after COVID 
• No masks. 
• No masks. No distancing. No caps on capacity. 
• Not always downtown 
• Not sure 
• Not sure. 
• Not that I can think of 
• Not that I can think of right now 
• One of the worst in recent years was Beakerhead at Prince's Island Park, the crowd control 

was a total mess and there were never ending lines for each art site, for a drink, for food 
and for washrooms 

• Open beer/liquor license (allowing of age individuals drink throughout the event) - not 
confined to a fenced in beer gardens. 

• Open up more Parks and Sports Fields to allow events. There is a lot of opportunity in 
Calgary. 

• Places to sit down! Especially street festivals make it hard to stay too long if there's no 
seating or tables to relax at. 

• Places to smoke marijuana 
• Please remove the face mask requirement. 
• Post Covid health, safety & wellness considerations. Make us feel more comfortable 
• proper bathrooms 
• Provide more accessibility, different timings, registration, more places to sit and public 

bathrooms 
• Reduce overcrowding 
• reduced capacity 
• Relax by-laws and rules. Let people self-manage. 
• Restrictions removed 
• safety protocols! 
• seating arrangements, location, accessability 
• Security 
• See #5 
• See above 
• Site-wide consumption licensing for alcohol. 
• Smaller family events in community parks have been a hit with my small children pre-

pandemic 
• Smaller groups, more dates for the festival so less people will attend at the same time, 

spreading things out more. Helps with parking issues as well and food line ups. 
• Some are just too crowded - like the Lilac Festival.  When you can barely move and it's 

hard to get close to see anything, it's not enjoyable. 
• Spaces designed for larger gatherings, access to public washrooms and water fountains 
• the free local events, in neighbourhoods, are the best.  I know lots of resources go to the 

big events, but they are not accessible as cost is always a barrier. 
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• There needs to be more of them? Encourage and assist community associations to put on 
festivals or come togethers for joint festivals 

• There should be a festival on 17th ave S.E. similar to the lilac festival, where the street is 
closed and many different vendors can pop up and sell there goods. This would be a great 
for our cultures 

• there should be more events that have satellite opportunities in the community.  like when 
stampede 100 did their fireworks in 4-5 locations 

• To actually have them again 
• Transit 
• Try to cater less to the "country" crowd in Calgary and more towards the arts and young 

people. 
• use coachella.com FAQ as an example. They can answer 99% of questions on events. 

events in calgary should plan require the same level of detail on public sites as apart of 
their event permit require't 

• Using Under-Utlized Areas To Avoid Crowding 
• Vaccinations. I'm not interested in putting myself at risk just to see a performance. 
• want to have more family oriented events in downtown 
• Washrooms and hand washing stations. 
• We usually take pictures everywhere to go. I don't like to wear masks. If there is a way to 

go to places without masks that would be perfect. 
• When I first moved to Calgary I enjoyed attending the Calgary jazz festival. More music 

and theatre events would be terrific. 
• Work with community associations to provide them with resources to create attractions 

which diversify where festivals are held. 
• Ya open everything back up so we can live 
• YES   No masks or distancing. How many times must you be told. 
• Yes ban cannabis and alcohol from events 
• Yes! We need a new Saddledome to be able to attract better bigger artists. 
• yes, bring car racing to Calgary 
• Yes, by ensuring there is either parking or good transit 
• Yes, dispersing them throughout the city and not just downtown. Also, offer transit 

discount/special transit pass for that particular festival. 
• Yes, pls arrange more events during winter. Calgary +15 network should be used to have 

events in empty dtown buildings 
• Yes. 
• Yes. Have online events and have interactive chats with the viewers and host. 

 
  



Eventful City Strategy 
Public Report Back: What We Heard 

April - May 2021 

58/66 

 
7. How do you learn about events in the city? 

  Count 
Facebook 167 
Word of mouth 166 
Radio 98 
Signage 86 
Community Association newsletter, website, social 
media 73 

Festivals and Events Newsletter 54 
Twitter 50 
calgary.ca 43 
To Do Canada website (www.todocanada.ca) 36 
Tourism Calgary website (www.visitcalgary.com) 34 
Life in Calgary website (www.lifeincalgary.ca) 17 

 
Other 
Avenue Avenue Magazine 
Avenue magazine Avenue Magazine, Calgary Herald 
Avenue Weekender, Curiocity Calgary BIA newsletters to membership and their websites 

and social media channels 
Calgary Arts Development website Calgary Arts Development, YYScene, Calgary 

Herald, CBC, CKUA 
calgary recreation newsletters - website 
etc., 

calgaryartsdevelopment.com, yycwhatson.ca, 
theyyscene.com 

concert announcement websites Curiocity 
Curiocity seems to have a good handle on 
YYC happenings 

Curiosity Calgary 

event newsletter EventBrite 
Eventbrite and Meetup app Google 
Google Influencers 
Instagram instagram 
Instagram Instagram 
Instagram Instagram 
Instagram Instagram 
Instagram instagram 
Instagram Instagram 
Instagram Instagram 
Instagram Instagram 
Instagram Instagram accounts 
Instagram! Local Calgary events blogs/Instagram curiousity 

Calgary events 
local TV news, posters at grocery stores, 
email 

News 
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News media. News on TV 
newspaper ads Newspaper and T.V. 
newspaper/news media, TV Other forms of traditional media. 
Signs on pedestrian overpasses Social media 
Theyyscene, Calgary Arts Development's 
newsletter and calendar, Avenue 
Magazine's weekender, Directly from the 
arts orgs e-newsletters 

Tick toc 

WWW yycwhatson.ca 
 
VISIONER (Virtual Sticky Note Tool)  

1. Thinking about Calgary becoming an eventful city, what would need to change and what would stay 
the same? 

• A central location where all events are listed.  From street level all the way to major events 
and festivals.  Also need more sustainability 

• a new event vibe, be a city where there's always something going on.  ex. you know that 
on Thursday there's always a band in a certain park. 

• Ability to utilize roadways on the weekend for more block gatherings. Ex lilac fest style but 
along memorial, etc. Open up golf tournaments 

• Adopting Placemaking throughout our city would enable micro gatherings and happenings. 
Establishing very easy to navigate bookings in spaces 

• Again, get rid of the stupid mask bylaw.  Open all businesses.  Let people make their own 
choice. 

• All events should be encouraged to think about their diversity and inclusion - which I think 
is underway already 

• all events theatre, music, festivals, etc should add their info to the calgaryca calendar. 
have a single source to search to know what is on 

• All of the above points. 
• allow drug/alc consumption outside of beer gardens, allow truly 18+ alternative events in 

public spaces, more than 140 chars for feedback 
• Allowing more flexibility for how space is being used & using unique locations. Ability to get 

AGLC approvals for unique scenarios. 
• An energetic city that does not waste energy. 
• An event provide an experience and not necessarily catering to one specific need/group. 

Community association ran events. Simplicity ex. Bbq 
• Any events that can offer a wide range of appeal, new/diverse opportunities.   I especially 

like the family focused events. 
• art that helps us interact with the history of this land. Beautiful infrastructure. Consistent 

events/weekend markets. Accessible online. 
• Arts funding by all levels of government Inclusive events 
• Avoid the June "monsoon season". 
• Being more open to the idea of multiple events running over the same days/weekends, 

allowing cross pollination of audiences. 
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• Better stadium to hold large concerts. Rain shelters at outdoor events 
• Better transit to get to the events 
• Blending smaller events to leverage resources. 
• Calgary could be known as "the city that moved beyond the Stampede". Let's channel 

more resources and energy into other events. 
• Calgary needs more reasons for people to stay longer than the event.  What can they do 

the next day and stay another night in a hotel. 
• Calgary should encourage and allow more adults-only, body-positive, alternative, 

LGBTQ2S+, diverse, true fringe, events. 
• Canadians can go anywhere to celebrate Canada Day or New Years. Events unique to 

Calgary attract tourism and participants from other places. 
• carbon capture, more greenery, more earth-friendly (compostable, zero-waster, carbon-

neutral etc.) 
• Centre marginalized groups at events always 
• City should make pop up winter events around the city e.g. ice sculptures, colourful lights. 

Something so it’s less depressing year round 
• Collaborate between Inner City communities and NE/SE communities to create a small 

cultural festival together. Assistance from the City. 
• Consider the popularity of the Stampede. Western Heritage is our selling point - not “the 

Arts”, not some  generic made-up idea of culture! 
• Could not fit in 140 characters 
• Covid will be here j ut st like everything else, move on lets get the partiea started 
• Create an event similar to lilac festival on 17th ave SE that celebrates the bipoc 

communities. Block car traffic and invite vendors. 
• Create spaces of a variety of sizes that have basic site needs in place, enabling non-

profit/community groups to host events easily 
• Creativity and innovation in creating versatile gathering places that are landmarks tied to 

the community. 
• Dancing or rollerblading 
• Does Calgary Stampede welcome all to attend? Zoolights?Concerts?Hockey games? 

Tired of politics. Focus on event value, people will come. 
• Don't have any suggestions 
• Don't spend money on a new stadium or arena, keep the potato chip one we have 
• "Ease of permitting and festival application processes.   
• Allow more site-wide licensing for alcohol consumption." 
• eliminate noise bylaws that end at 11pm. let partys happen not end. 
• Encourage more festivals and events OUTSIDE of downtown. We need to revitalise more 

main streets (Marda Loop, International Avenue) 
• Events are very hard to run and fund. There are people that would be willing to do the work 

but they generally already have full time jobs 
• events that are not focused on wealth but rather sharing and inclusion. Arts and music 

events.  For example, folk fest. 
• Events that provide opportunities to volunteer are welcome 



Eventful City Strategy 
Public Report Back: What We Heard 

April - May 2021 

61/66 

• Every major Canadian city has a gay village. We need more LGBT events to make this city 
fabulous boots the haus down yasss gawd *tongue pop* 

• Expand/simplify small grant process so basic costs for smaller organizations can bring 
their perspective to a community rather than location 

• FARE FREE TRANSIT 
• Festivals just for entrepeneurs/crafts/small business owners with low vendor cost and free 

for all. Will help to kickstart economy 
• Free festival! 
• Free outdoor events would be fantastic!! Low cost, wide open outdoor spaces, lots of 

vendors, food, performances, and music! The arts!!! 
• Getting rid of racism. Helping the homeless population with mental heath(people get 

“scared” to go downtown) 
• Greater financial or marketing/advocacy support for events. 
• Have multiple small identical events in different communities to increase access and 

reduce crowding (ex: 12 small canada day events) 
• Having sound bylaws past 10, allowing alcohol in parks, allowing buskers/street 

performers, encouraging more street art 
• Heritage days in Edmonton is great - something like that 
• I don't understand this.  I want live events- football, festivals, concerts, theater, those 

activities that were canceled due to Covid 
• I feel like Calgary needs dedicated festival and concert spaces spread around the city and 

a standards level for staff working them. 
• I feel that the city could do something like this if they made things more accessible, not as 

costly, safe 
• I like events spread out throughout the city. 
• I like the outdoor, inexpensive events. 
• I miss the old FFWD free paper because it had every single event happening in the city 

listed weekly. Make a comprehensive calendar! 
• I think it’s irresponsible to have festivals this summer and that includes the stampede. We 

will not have herd immunity by then. 
• I think we need to embrace innovation beyond ego, letting go of the fear-based narratives. 

We can't afford not to try new ways of doing. 
• I think we would need to start to move away from the old west style events. Everything in 

the city seems to revolve around stampede. 
• I wish Heritage Day was still a big event like it was in 80s and 90s - A Heritage Week with 

events across the city would be great 
• I wish we could have businesses working late at night. You go out downtown after 7pm 

and it is a death place. 
• I would like people to be more open to interacting with other cultures and be willing to 

come out of their comfort zone. 
• I would like to have more events with live music, concerts in parks, every weekend 
• I would like to see a multicultural festival that showcases all the wonderful cultures in the 

city. Regina has a great one called mosaic. 
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• I would love to see a world cultural expo here. A place to truly learn and taste a piece of 
other cultures from around the world. 

• In response to a previous comment, LET'S NOT FOCUS ON OIL AND GAS. Our city 
cannot WAIT for a boom that may never come. Arts is the future. 

• Include Calgary transit in ticket price. Support more festival infrastructure in dedicated 
flexible spaces. 

• Inclusion of people and families who like to be able to drive to and park at events. 
• Inclusiveness, celebrating diversity, positivity 
• Increased support for arts organizations, innovations in programming and governance 

models, increased inter-organizational partnerships. 
• Indigenous events showcasing our heritage including indigenous arts 
• International Avenue spent millions on its redevelopment with the BRT and yet no major 

events are allowed along the street. Wassup with dat? 
• it should be  affordable for  every one, especially seniors, and folks with disabilities for all 

ages, nationalities, acessable via Calgary 
• It’s a long shot, but I wouldn’t mind seeing some reconciliation regarding the tragedy of 

CSMF2018 
• It's absolutely embarassing that all this city is known for is the Stampede and Oil. We need 

to stop thinking small. Make us an arts city 
• Just get back to the “old” normal Please. That’s all you need to do 
• Keep street festivals and markets, great free experiences that bring people together and 

connect customers with local vendors. 
• Keep the diversity of events - a mix of activity types, prices, and neighbourhoods. Fix the 

boring corporate write-off events. 
• Less focus on oil and gas. How will this city sustain in the future as vibrant and a place to 

raise a family? 
• Less provincial and municipal restrictions, more space available for outdoor festivals 
• Local/community buy-in of events is required, especially with regards to sound bleed, 

parking, traffic, etc. 
• locally initiated, locally supported, animating local spaces and providing opportunities to 

connect with local assets and local people. 
• Look @ Memphis in May festival as an example. They feature a different country every 

year to showcase their culture, food & entertainment 
• Make down town a cultural and event hub 
• Make it easier for NEW festivals to occupy prime spaces and close of minor roads for block 

parties. Bring them outside downtown. 
• "Make it like Vegas - Attract conventions - Open casinos - Public drinking – Entertainment - 

Attract tourists - Cheap food/ and drinks" 
• Make the City permitting process easier, less expensive and one that encourages events 

of all sizes to take place. 
• Make the core more vibrant for families on weekends. Art, music and entertainment 

around. In NYC they have fresh fruit and veg on the street 
• More arts and culture festivals 
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• More cross-cultural events like globalfest not just Filipino Fest or ArabFest or Expo Latino, 
not segregated. more family friendly 

• More diverse cultural events. What are some of the large minority communities in the city? 
Use them to showcase religion, culture, art, food 

• More diversity in the events. Events that are engaging like Beakerhead. Music festivals 
that can go past 11pm. 

• More ethnic celeb like Filipino fiestas, Christmas , concerts local and famous ones ( 
frustrating is you can only do this is Toronto???!! ) 

• More events to learn or celebrate indigenous peoples traditions/celebrations in a way that 
makes them feel as valued as stampede or beakerhe 

• More events/festivals put on by the city for the city other than Stampede, Lilac Festival or 
events held in Princes Island Park. 

• More First Nations events!! Everyone should get to try bannock. Also more music festivals! 
• More Folk Fest, Sled Island and Block Heater! 
• More funding for events where artists and helpful amateurs can create murals on walls and 

sidewalks or create art for display in local areas 
• More funding to create programs like the artist initiated public art program, supporting 

independent programs like Northern Reflections 
• more funding to hold quality events 
• More inclusive and acknowledging of traditional lands Calgary is on. 
• More local music and arts, like what the Calgary Folkfest provides 
• More local programming for our local events 
• more music!! outdoor venues that plan for rain/weather shelters. weather here is crazy 
• "More of the same: the diversity of cultures - latin, folk, electronic, indigenous, country 

music...  
• Distinctiveness: interactive arts" 
• More spaces for larger events, with facilities to support them. Changes to liquor laws in 

some cases would be beneficial. 
• More street festivals so all of them are less crowded. Easier to get a road closure permit 

for communities, maybe free permits for cultural 
• More street performances, food, music. Outdoor vendors. 
• More street-level festivals where people can just go and have a great time whether they 

spend money or not. Music. 
• More support & distinction to local community sized events vs large mass scale events 

(applications for funding and permits) 
• More support for festival organizers. 
• More support for groups that are already carrying out that mission. Can we work along side 

the city to accomplish these goals? 
• More support from the city for live events and organizations 
• Most of our festivals seem to be crammed in the summer and . I would like them spread 

out throughout the year to keep us going in all months 
• Multi cultural programs 
• multi-lingual, harm reduction, low waste, accessible, great design/structures/decoration 

(this rly makes a difference), more $ to organizers 
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• music events should allow all adults with identifying wristbands to allow alcohol 
consumption anywhere on the event grounds. (no beer gdns) 

• music festivals 
• Music transcends culture fireworks are all encompassing!! 
• Need an outdoor space that can handle large festivals. a space that can handle the 

challenges of hosting an event. we do not have that space 
• Need numerous purpose built venues with proper stages, built in fencing, toilets, vendor 

booths, etc for 1000s of guests. 
• neighborhood events, low cost events, 
• New stadium and arena 
• NIMBYism really kills events in Calgary. Need to develop a strategy to address that. Also, 

events in Parks and Sports Fields! 
• Noise bylaw 
• Not just a bunch of the same vendors on a street (Lilac fest, Marda Gras, etc) More music 

and food 
• Not making any event too specific or exclusive so it can be enjoyed by all. Having it located 

in an area that can be easily accessible. 
• Not sure 
• Nothing joins people together better than music, the arts and food. I’m tired of the rhetoric 

about racism/hate, let’s showcase via events. 
• Offer a living wage to folks organizing events and festivals so that they can comfortably 

dedicate their time/energy to these initiatives 
• one or two good ideas (instead of a lot of very similar events), critical mass, momentum 
• Our grey cup was AWFUL. 1/2 time show faced 1/2 the crowd. We saw the back of a 

stage!! Embarrassing. Plan better! Hundreds of $ 2C nothing. 
• Outdoor theatre space like "Red rocks of Colorado" built-in Nose hill park for music in 

summer. Stage made into a hockey rink in winter. 
• Overcome seasonal limitations. Nice lighting for long nights, Warm up stations, subsidies 

for off-season events, cheap storm/cold insurance 
• Perhaps you could use less jargon and more concrete descriptions in your survey so that 

the survey itself is more inclusive. 
• Please support Filipino, Punjabi, Chinese, Latino, and other multicultural events. Bring the 

flavour to Calgary 
• Pre-covid Calgary was great with lots of events for someone like me (retired) individual 

who loves the arts.. 
• Prince's Island should be developed into a distinct and workable event site. Build/add more 

infrastructure on the Island for events. 
• Red tape reduction is often a joke...but, this one area where it’s good.  Policy should be 

judged on whether it promotes events or not. 
• Relax rules and arbitrarily contriving something meaningful. Let people decide why is 

important and how to celebrate. 
• Shelters/tents for shade/rain;outdoor heaters;spread out events, not just in summer;more 

advertising for existing smaller cultural events. 
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• Smaller pop-up events in communities and/or neighbourhoods could be a way for 
communities to celebrate place and identity 

• Some of my most memorable events were teddy bear picnic and lilac festivals. They didn't 
force a message down your throat but are an experie 

• Something fun that showcases the city’s diversity and cultural heritage; events should take 
place in areas accessible to many 

• Spread throughout the year. Variety of indoor & outdoor.  Art markets with low table fees to 
promote local artisans.  Good promotion of such 

• Stampede is NOT the greatest show on earth. Maybe back in the day. But time to move in 
and invest in other events, arts and festivals. 

• Stampede is tired. We shouldn't only rely on it as our claim to fame; need to branch out 
bring music, multiculturalism, fashion, art, food 

• Start funding these events and festivals. 
• Stop allowing abusers to run these events. 
• Stop promoting things as "world class", a second-class, wannabe move. That said, major 

venues (McMahon, Saddledome) are sadly obsolete. 
• Stop talking about doing it and actually make something happen. Allow creativity, vibrancy, 

and inclusion into the Calgary culture. 
• Strong public art and attractive public spaces needs to increase. 
• Summer long citywide multicultural festival, more winter events to get through the 

bleakness of winter 
• Summer-long night market like the Richmond night market with food, entertainment, rides, 

etc. We need to be more lively 
• Support more local artists. The artist here are incredible. Put them on. Pay them living 

wages to perform. Grow our talent. 
• Support more on Stephen Ave downtown. It feels hit or miss. If it was a consistent festival 

presence it could be identity forming all year 
• Support our local musicians! 
• [omitted] Nenshi needs to be evicted from every public event, then it’d be fun. No masks. 

No distancing. 
• The city always seems to have events centred around specific locations of the city in 

particular not a single event ever organized in the SW 
• The city is already host to some really cool events like Sled Island and AEMCON, and 

should encourage more events like that. 
• The city is so boring and heterosexual. We need more LGBT events. The gays always 

bring the party. We need to support lgbt street events. 
• The city needs to provide more funding for arts, culture, and community events. The city's 

creative community needs support. 
• The locations of Calgary's best events need to be protected: Prince's Island Park, Globe 

Cinema, Eau Claire Market 
• There are main streets outside of downtown like Int'l Ave and Marda that need more 

support. Don't make all events concentrated in the core. 
• There is an amazing arts scene in Calgary which needs venues to flourish and funding to 

expand 
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• There were a lot of events and festivals pre-covid 
• This is the most pointless and [omitted] question I have ever seen on a government 

survey. Bravo City of Calgary! 
• To start, having liquor allowed in public would allow for a lot more unique events. Controls 

kill all ability to run events easily. 
• Transcultural in that events are not exclusive and are welcoming and safe for all. 
• Unsure 
• Use our Canadian and Alberta culture and values with our immigrate values. 
• Wait until there is no pandemic! And don’t rely on Kenney - he [omitted] that there’s a 

pandemic!!!!! 
• We need large stages/event spaces built all over YYC w/ lots of parking and easy access.  

Properly designed w/input from event professionals 
• We need to develop a real night culture, with food options and public transportations 

available late. 
• We need to exploit 17th Avenue SE (International Avenue) more. It's the most diverse 

commercial street, and needs its own street festival 
• We should co-create new events.Eg.Have corporate Calgary, a community association, 

along with a destination/location co-create an event 
• What about setting up a trans culture healthy competition? Relay race, or neighbourhood 

competition supported by the community associations, 
• What needs to change is the type of art that is being offered, from traditional (hats and 

horses) to alternative and high class forms. 
• Why can't we host more events on International Avenue or Marda Loop, these are great 

main streets, and need more publicity via city events 
• Would nice to have something similar to Winnipeg's Folklorama where different cultures 

have pavilions that citizens can pick and choose from 
• Yes these are all good!   Harm reduction is KEY.   So very important to keep people safe 

while they have fun 
• You could do a diversity festival of sorts or include more diversity in existing festivals. Ie. 

Culturaly Diverse food, businesses, sales 
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